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LEARNING TO COUNT
A Summary of Laboratory Findings
BECAUSE of its importance in various life activities, (12) society demands of individuals at least a
knowledge of the fundamental operations
relating to numbers. Since the mechanics
of number are prescribed, and its laws and
processes are carried on within one's self, it
is difficult to ascertain just how the learning
proceeds. In the child, the evidence is almost wholly objective (8, 9, 15); adults, by
introspection, are able to make subjective
analyses of the mental activities through
which they pass, consequently investigations with these individuals have led to interpretations which, otherwise, could not
have been made.
The concept of number lies beyond imagination (4), and involves learning by abstraction, thereby concentrating upon a
single characteristic to the exclusion of others. For example, in counting, only the "how
many" idea may be present without consideration of size, shape, or color of the various objects. These may not even be alike
in kind, but for one's purpose the units are
the same. The instruments of abstraction,
in counting, are symbols, or names, which
stand for the things themselves. These
names, or symbols, are serial.
The first, as well as the simplest and most
fundamental phase of numbers, is counting,
through which the apprehension of number is slowly developed. All the fundamental processes grow out of it—addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division
(11). The first stage is the rhythmical
movement or motor response to an inner
series without reference to external stimuli
(1, 2, 8, 10, 16, 17). From the very early

NUMBER 4

period of infancy, experiences are being
registered in the consciousness through the
different senses—impressions from sounds
of various kinds, the succession of day and
night, the movements of the child, himself,
respiration, the pulsing of the heart—from
which the series-idea is gradually built up.
Hall (6) calls this the series skeleton. After
a time the responses express themselves in
nods of the head, in beating on the table or
chair with a spoon, in passing from object to
object, or from person to person, putting
each one in turn, and in various other activities, through all of which, the rhythmic, inner series is apparent. One series passes; another takes its place. At first the child delights only in the rhythmical order which he
secures through concrete experiences of ear,
eye, and touch.
Presently, by imitation, (8) he begins to
acquire the number names, with no knowledge, however, of their meaning, or order.
Phillips says they are surely learned abstractly (15). Articulation is one of the
motor responses which accompany these
number series. Oftentimes, movements of
the head, hands, or feet are observed as
well. If one muscular movement is suppressed, another muscle responds. Even
with adults, it is practically impossible to
count without motorization of some kind,
but in such cases it is usually a verbal or
incipient articulatory response.
The thing that first engages the attention
of the child is not the application, but the
series. Only a few names are learned to
begin with, but these he repeats over and
over. Repetition delights him, even though
it be monotonous. The rhythm seems his
one interest. Even in the very small child,
the idea of more or less seems to be developed through contact with concrete ob-
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jects and is expressed in his behavior. If he addition to articulating the names. In this
be playing with two objects that are exactly way they get the idea of position or the
alike and one be taken from him, he vigor- ordinal use of number, frequently before
ously protests. When the object is re- the cardinal use, because they think of the
turned, he shows satisfaction and resumes number as representing the position of the
his playing. A little later in his develop- object rather than as one of a group or
ment, before the well-defined number con- series. This habit of counting may linger
sciousness is present, if he has a number of long and in some cases is never entirely
like objects, he senses the fact when any of dropped (4, 15).
As time progresses the child sees these
them are removed, giving proof of the gradsame
names applied to objects other than
ual building up, within him, of the number
those
to
which he has given them, or else to
sense (4).
the
same
objects in a different order, and
But the child just acquiring the number
thus
begins
to understand that 1 means a
names, does not associate them with more
single
thing,
regardless
of the characteristics
or less. He applies them indiscriminately
and mechanically (6). One may observe of the object; that 2 is one more than 1;
him going from one object to another, re- and that 3 is one more than 2. In fact, he
peating 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, or other numbers in begins to see that names can be applied
some such order. He is likely to call one wherever there are objects.
Most children have the number idea fairobject several names, or several objects the
same name (4). Although it is the rhythm ly well established when they enter school.
of the counting that apparently catches his Children who have attended kindergarten
fancy, through repetition, he is fixing the usually have it more clearly defined than
number names in his memory, so that by the those who have not (5). Studies of chiltime he has learned the order in which they dren entering school in Berlin show that
come, his reaction has become spontaneous 74% or more, have an idea of the number 2
and unrestrained. He finds satisfaction in and Hartman's study (5) in the Annaberg
the mere abstract following of the names. schools, extending over a period of five
Indeed, it is play to him, and he needs no years, shows that 69% of boys and 62% of
other motive than the fun he gets out of it girls entering school, were able to count
(6). Even yet, he is probably unable to from 1 to 10. But Hall (S) found among
make orderly application of the names, run- 200 first-grade children in Boston, 8% did
ning them far ahead of the objects when he not know 3; 17% did not know 4; and
attempts to apply them. Often he uses 0 28.5% did not know 5. The rational confor 1, in which case, even in counting a clusion is that ability to count does not
short series, he is always one number short mean, always, ability to apply.
The years from 6 to 10 represent the peof the true count. He may be able to repeat
riod
of spontaneous counting. While the
the names in order and to apply them to the
time
varies with different individuals, it
objects, but, instead of attaching the real
precedes
the period of recognition of a
meaning to them, for him, they represent
quantity
as
a collection of units. In these
the names of the individual objects and, if
early
years
(13)
the child should have much
the order of the objects be changed, he still
experience
in
counting
and in seeing colcalls each of them by the number name by
lections of things, numbering from 50 to
which he first designated it.
In the early stages most children express 100. It is at this stage that (2) he begins
motorization by counting on their fingers, to make rational application of the number
or by touching the articles in question, in names to external objects, thereby relating

mm
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the inner to the outer series (10). This is
a very difficult step. Although he has been
following the abstract series, pure number is
still concrete for him (6, 15), and he is likely to personify or dramatize each one. 4
may become a big, fat duck; 7, a tall, lean
man; 9, a lazy man, and so on. This
dramatization, or individualization possibly
grows out of the association of number
with a single individual, or object, instead
of as a part of a series.
There comes, too, a growing dislike for
odd numbers (6, 15) with a tendency sometimes to skip them altogether, while a favoritism exists for even numbers. The writer
remembers in her own experience ,this same
reaction to odd numbers. One cannot be
sure of the reason—possibly it is partly due
to the difficulty experienced in pronouncing
some of the names. There is an inclination
to ignore the difficult names and carry the
series on just the same. First-grade children find it very hard to keep the number
and the object together.
Slowly another idea begins to dawn upon
the child. He finds, in reality, there are
only a few number names—ten, to be exact
—and when these are exhausted, he must
begin all over again, using various modifications to indicate the different cycles. Thus,
10 introduces the "teen" cycle, and 20, the
twenty cycle. He realizes that all he needs
to do is to fix in mind, by practice, these
several modifications, add to each in turn
the 1 of the units series, and they automatically run off to the end of each cycle.
Some children use number forms, zigzag, or curved figures as aids to memory
and association in counting. Each number
occupies so definite a place on the figure in
their minds that they can draw the forms
(6). There comes to mind one person who
sees the numbers following each other in
straight succession to 57 when the perspective fades entirely. The explanation
for this probably lies in the method employed in learning the numbers, which were
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so arranged on a roll that only one number
appeared at each turn of the knob which
unrolled it. Imagination projects itself upon memory and association.
A few children seem to have no counting
ability—due, very likely, to a lack of rhythmic sense. Rhythmic arrangement of the
counters, as,

etc., assist ma-

terially, sometimes. It aids, also, in the
next stage wherein grouping is used to
facilitate counting. But experiments show
that if the dots are arranged in a different
grouping, children find it necessary to learn
the new form before they can make the association without counting the dots (8).
Here visual experience plays an important
part. In fact, it occupies so large a place in
children's thoughts, that it is very hard for
them to make abstractions from these experiences into words (5). Finally, however, they become able to think, not only of
the name in connection with some definite
object, but to detach it from that object and,
in their minds, to apply it to other objects
unlike the first-named. The concrete character of the object no longer is of any consequence ; it is simply a unit counter (4).
This is the pairing, or the one-to-one (4)
matching of the series. Before the child is
thus able to rationalize his counting, it is
necessary that he practice the series of
names until they become automatic, so that,
when they are started, they will run off of
themselves, while he gives his attention to
the pairing of the two series (1).
As the stages progress ,the process becomes more complicated. The child does
not merely tally when he counts. He gives
names to each position in the series; when
2 is counted, he must remember that 1 is
behind it, or that he is holding together
two distinct Ts; when 5 is counted, that
there are four numbers behind it; and so on
(7, 15). Here he is putting units together
in direct relation to each other. Abstraction
presents a difficulty, because he must ignore
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all characteristics except the one-to-one relation. If any interference (1) occur in
the natural succession of either series, or
in the harmonizing of the two, it slows up
the process. In counting visual objects, the
involuntary wink may cause interference
and produce error; distance may create
strain in the vision with consequent hindrance to the counting. Group, area, order,
complexity in group composition, complexity of individual members of the group, environment, etc., produce modification in the
process, but factors outside the group, such
as noises, seem to offer no interference (8).
In studies (10) which have been made,
it has been found that the relating of the
inner and the outer series is more easily accomplished when the outer succession is
sounds. Although the child does his thinking in visual terms (5), he can count sounds
much more rapidly than he can visual objects, because he is accustomed to hearing
and counting at the same time, therefore his
ability to use the sound mechanism is more
pronounced. Visual counting, as has been
stated above, is complicated by form and
other related factors, but, ordinarily, there
is no interference in counting sounds because of the associations already formed.
The number names (1, 10) being automatic, he can give his entire attention to the
pairing of the series. Therefore he counts
as rapidly as he can articulate. This is
greatly facilitated by the rhythmical character of the series. Rate and accuracy are
dependent upon the readiness of the associative connections (3).
A demonstration, in class, by means of
an instrument used for experimentation
showed clearly that beyond a certain rate,
immediate readiness does net exist; that it
varies with different individuals; that light
flashes occurring simultaneously with the
beats of the sound hammer seem to speed
up the rate with which the flashes come,
complicating the counting process with both
visual and auditory impressions. This sug-
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gests that a diversity of impressions occurring at the same time, do not make for absolute concentration of attention in consequence of which, the process is retarded.
One member of the class had a tendency to
count from the number image left in the
mind from counting the previous series.
She also tapped with the fingers in counting the light flashes, giving evidence of the
association of motor impulses with the act
of counting.
Since some children lack the ability to
formulate the rhythmical inner series, they
are limited in their ability to count sounds
(10). For most people the inner rhythm is
that of articulation, and the resulting adjustment is complex. Experiments show
that it is very hard to count beyond 10
without breaking, due, most likely, to the
tendency to accent some of the names with
the consequent grouping of the numbers.
The increasing difficulty of pronunciation
and the rhythmical sense must share the responsibility for the accenting. The child
counts rhythmical units much more rapidly
than he does those that carry no rhythm, but
practice will bring about improvement even
in the latter. The fact that one counts
aloud as rapidly as he does silently is an
interesting symptom of the necessity for
motor expression. Lip movement and contraction of the vocal organs are also indicative of this necessity. The child seems to
feel a greater sense of accuracy with voluntary movement and any inhibition of movement or articulatory response, invariably
slows up the process, sometimes 20% or
30% (10).
Eventually, the mental activity becomes
more mature and more rationalized, as well
as more complex, as the relations of the various numbers are learned. The child has
learned to count, not only in a straightforward manner taking the numbers serially,
but also by groups, 2's, 3's, d's, 5's, and
knows the relation of one number to another (1). In Arnett's study, it is shown
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that while there is a decrease in the counting time with larger groups, the decrease is
not proportionate to the numbers. For example, counting by S's is only twice as fast
as by 1's—not five times as fast. The associative process takes longer for 5, 6, 7,
etc., than for 1, 2, 3. It is the general
opinion of those who have made a study of
the matter, that the eye-span and the earspan can take in only small groups at a
time, in most cases not more than 3 (8, 6,
15). The child's ability to take in larger
groups comes from very rapid counting, or
else from the association of number with
form (8).
At this stage, the child understands that
he can put all of the objects in one group
or that he can take the same objects and put
them into two or more groups, and that the
number in the one group corresponds to the
number in the two or more groups taken together (1). He begins, too, to grasp the
idea that every series counted forms a
group. The process of abstraction is becoming more nearly complete. In the child's
mind the numbers have become detached
from particular objects. He arranges them
and rearranges them in his mind without
giving thought to objects. Counting beyond
4 or 5 requires special effort of attention—
a more complex mental process, and a longer reaction time than in counting that far
(17).
There are three types of counting (17)
—progressive, perceptive, and inferential.
Progressive counting brings to mind each
number in succession and is, therefore,
counting by I's—a long process; perceptive
counting is the apprehension of the largest
number possible without taking extra time
or making extra movements, this being in
most cases as far as 3; counting by inference involves longer groupings. Not a wide
use is made of the last-named. Some of
the larger groupings are more easily apprehended than others. The child will natural-
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ly seek these rather than the more difficult
ones.
Grouping of objects gives the child experiences which enable him to make the
transition to the mature processes where he
recognizes the more complex relations of
numbers to each other. Thus, 12 means to
him not only the serial number, but 3x4,
2x6, 9-)-3, and various other relations
(1,9). This represents the final stage in
counting.
In summarizing the discussion, it becomes
clearly evident that counting is not the
simple mental process we are prone to
think it. It is made up of a complexity of reactions which increase from the early stages
to the later ones. Perception, memory, association, imagination, and abstraction all
play their part. Motorization is so vital
that the process cannot be carried on without it. It is subject to difficulties that the
child does not easily overcome. Habits,
such as counting on the fingers, verbal articulation, etc., often persist into maturity.
Four stages mark its course: (2)
1. Motor response to the inner rhythmical series, with no reference to outer
successions.
2. The mechanical application of number names to obj ects without attention
to their meaning.
3. The rational application of the names,
in which an understanding of the
meaning is apparent.
4. The further rationalizing of the application, in which groupings are made
and the relations of numbers, one to
another, are understood.
Counting, in fact, is the fundamental
base upon which the whole of number rests,
and the series-idea is the sub-base underlying the entire structure. In order that the
child may secure a firm foothold in his
climb to the top, it is necessary that the
mental processes, involved in this particu-
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lar phase, be so closely related through continual practice and association that an absolutely stable foundation is the result.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
FOUR STANDARD CHILDREN'S MAGAZINES
IN MAKING a comparative study of
the contents of the standard children's
magazines — St. Nicholas, Youth's
Companion, Child Life and John Martin's
Book—from the point of view of how they
satisfy the present day child's demands in
a magazine, an attempt has been made here
to check them up against the magazines
shown by surveys to be most read by children, against what surveys have shown to
be the reading interests of children, against
the effect of the physical make-up of a book
on children, and against the established
standards of the format of books.
We are all inclined to think back to our
youth and to remember the joy with which
we received and read St. Nicholas and the
Youth's Companion, and how we could
hardly wait for each number to arrive. We
feel that they should delight the child of
today, also. But when we pick them up
now and go over them, do they still seem
quite as good to us or do we feel that perhaps they have gone down a little since the
old days? Has our point of view changed
a little, or is it that we have grown too old
to appreciate them? Since good juvenile
literature is usually liked by adults also,
this last should not be true. And what is
the opinion of the child of today as shown
by his choice of magazines to read ?
There have been several surveys made
to show which magazines are most read by
children. On 1925 a survey was made by
Huber and Chappelear in five different cities
in the eastern part of the United States. A
questionnaire used in two public schools
situated in an industrial neighborhood in
Jersey City, in which 659 children, the majority of foreign parents, answered, disclosed as the first three choices from 88 popular magazines, True Story Magazine, Saturday Evening Post, and Boy's Life. St.
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Nicholas stood eighteenth, only 10 children
out of 659 choosing it. A questionnaire
used in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades of a
public school in Mamaroneck which consisted of a better class of American-bom
children with a minority of the foreign element brought 433 responses, giving as first
choices St. Nicholas, Boy's Life, and American Boy. St. Nicholas was chosen by 97,
Youth's Companion by 35, John Martin s
Book by 5. and True Story Magazine again
stood out as the choice of 22. In this case,
the choices were checked up with the I. Q. s
of the children, Youth's Companion, John
Martin's Book, and St. Nicholas all being
the choice of children above the average in
mentality, while True Story Magazine was
chosen by those with an average 1. Q. of
83, showing inferior mentality.
The pupils in a junior high school in
Trenton gave as their first three choices
Saturday Evening Post, National Geographic, and American Boy. None of the four
magazines we are here considering were
mentioned at all. In P. S. 43, New York
City, grades 4-8 chose True Story Magazine,
Popular Science, and Boy's Life, with St.
Nicholas as tenth choice.
In Milwaukee a more extensive study
was made of 7065 boys and girls, 14-18
years of age, in part time schools. These
gave as their first three choices;
Boys
True Story Magazine
Popualr Mechanics
American Magazine

_ Girls
True Story Magazine
Colliers
American Magazine

No mention was made of our four magazines at all.
It is significant to notice that in three of
these cities True Story Magazine stands as
first choice, even among children as low as
Grades 4-8. It is also interesting to see
that only one school gives St. Nicholas as
first choice, and that that school is composed of better class American children
largely.
_
...
H. O. Severance in an article m the
School Review, October, 1926, gives the re-
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sults of a questionnaire on voluntary reading in junior and senior high schools in a
town in Missouri. The first three choices
in the junior high school were:
Boys
American Boy
American Magazine
Boy's Life

Girls
American Magazine
American Boy
Ladies Home Journal

The Youth's Companion stood eighth.
In the senior high school:
Boys
_ Girls
Saturday Evening Post American Magazine
American Magazine
Ladies Home Journal
Western Stories
Cosmopolitan
None of our four is mentioned.
It is interesting to note that here again
none of our four magazines is mentioned,
with the exception of Youth's Companion,
which is eighth choice in the junior high
school. We may also note that the American
Magazine is forging to the front as a favorite in both the junior and senior high
schools.
Two surveys of the magazine interests of
children were made by Arthur Melville
Jordan in 1917 and 1925. The first in the
schools of Fayetteville and Stuttgart, Ark.,
Lawrence, Kans., and Washington, D. C.,
gives the first three choices as follows:
Boys (9-11)
American Boy
Popular Science _
Youth's Companion
Boys (12-13)
American Boy
Popular Mechanics
Youth's Companion
St. Nicholas (12th)
Boys (14-16)
American Boy
Popular Mechanics
Literary Digest
Youth's Companion
(4th)
Boys (17-18)
Popular Mechanics
Literary Digest
American Boy
Youth's Companion
(10th)

Girls (9-11)
Ladies Home Journal
Youth's Companion
Pictorial Reviezv
St. Nicholas (4th)
Girls (12-13)
Ladies Home Journal
St. Nicholas
Youth's Companion
Girls (14-16)
Ladies Home Journal
Cosmopolitan
American Magazine
Youth's Companion
(4th)
St. Nicholas (11th)
Girls (17-18)
Ladies Home Journal
Literary Digest
Cosmopolitan
Youth's Companion
(9th)

The second study, made in 1925, in
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Grades 8-11 of the schools of Greensboro
and Charlotte, North Carolina, gives the
following choices:
Boys (12-13)
American Boy
Boy's Life
American Magazine

Girls (12-13)
American Magazine
Ladies Home Journal
Good Housekeeping

Boys (14-16)
American Magazine
American Boy
Boy's Life

Girls (14-16)
American Magazine
Ladies Home Journal
Cosmopolitan

Boys (17-18)
Girls (17-18)
American Magazine
American Magazine
Literary Digest
Literary Digest
Saturday Evening Post Ladies Home Journal
It is rather striking to note the changes in
preferences in the two surveys. In the
earlier one we see that both St. Nicholas and
Youth's Companion are largely read, but in
the survey of 1925 they have dropped entirely out of favor, at least from the first
three choices, though we find them figuring
as 14th, 15th, 18th, etc.; and we find the
American Magazine way up in the lead in
the preferences of both boys and girls, even
as young as 12-13 years of age. The True
Story Magazine is still being read in 1925,
but is not the general favorite it was in the
first survey.
One fact which is obvious in going
through these surveys is the total absence of
Child Life from the preferences of children,
and the almost total absence of John Martin's Book, which appears only once as one
of the magazines read by the pupils at the
public school at Mamaroneck—only five
pupils choosing it here. Both of these magazines are comparatively new, Child Life
appearing in 1921, and John Martin's Book
in 1913, but it would seem that a new child's
magazine, if really successful, would have
become known between then and 1925 when
most of these surveys were made. Both
of these magazines are for younger children
and this probably explains in some degree
their absence from the surveys, as in general, the surveys seem to cover children between the ages of 9 and 18, when they are
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beginning to read the older magazines. But
a glance into the children's rooms in some
of the branches of the New York Public
Library does not seem to show either of
these magazines on the shelves there either.
There have been a number of surveys
made of the reading interests of children.
A study of Jordan's "Children's Reading
Interests" and Green's "Reading For Fun,"
as well as some briefer magazine articles,
gives us an idea of what these interests are.
Both boys and girls read more fiction than
anything else and like it better. Boys like
three kinds of stories in particular, (1)
Stories of war and scouting, (2) stories of
school and sports, (3) stories of Boy
Scouts. All three of these must be filled
with strenuous adventure. There must always be peril overcome and injustice put
right. In such stories there must be no
person, incident, or thing introduced except
to serve the purposes of the plot. One of
the canons of children's literature is that
there must be no long descriptions of
scenery nor discussions concerning society
and morals. There must be quick dramatic
action, concreteness, adventure, humor, interesting problems. The language must be
simple and direct, with the logic of childhood. The author must never "write down,"
or he is lost. Boys also like "How-to-makeand-do" articles, and short biographical and
historical sketches provided they are told
as stories. Scientific articles and current
events are of increasing interest to the older
boy.
Girls' tastes call for fiction dealing with
the home, the home and school, school, love,
sentiment and emotion, articles on woman's
arts, fairy tales, stories with a historical
background, some poetry, and for the older
girl current events, interesting problems,
character studies, and stories of present-day
life.
Divided according to grades, children's
interests run as follows:
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Grades 1, 2, 3—Stories of animals, personification, repetition.
Grades 3,4, 5—Stories of fairies, supernatural, kindness, faithfulness.
Grades 5, 6—Interesting characters, home
life, child life, especially stories
about children like himself.
Grades 7, 8—Adventure, school, home, Boy
Scouts.
High School—Plot, character study.
Reading interests change at adolescence
and stories should suit the reading age.
In Green's survey, an interesting experiment in letting children set up their own
standards of what they like was tried with
the following results:
(1) The story must be about what they
want to know.
(2) It must be written in words they can
understand.
(3) It must have accurate facts.
(4) It must not be overdrawn nor ridiculous, if stating facts.
(5) It must increase in interest.
(6) It must be written in good English.
Undesirable qualities in children's literature are abstractness, lack of action, too
great length, gloominess, monotony, poor
literary style, reiterated emphasis on sex
themes.
Dr. Dunn, of Teachers College, found
that children are indifferent to the literary
style of the stories they read. Therefore
they should be supplied with stories in a
good literary style. Providing the content
pleases, a taste for good style may thus
early be established.
In checking the four magazines considered against the reading interests of children,
there are several points to be considered.
But first the comparative circulation of the
four is interesting. St. Nicholas celebrated
its fiftieth birthday in 1923, and now has a
circulation of 55,303. Youth's Companion
celebrated its one hundredth birthday this
year and has a circulation of 276,875. Child
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Life, established in 1921 has a circulation
of 131,539. John Martin's Book, established in 1913 has a circulation of 31,844. True
Story Magazine, established in 1919, has a
circulation of 2,111,574! These figures are
significant in showing the tremendous reach
of the True Story Magazine.
Examining a copy of St. Nicholas, we
find school stories such as "Johnny's Brother," a story of a thrilling baseball game, adventure stories such as "Racing 'Fancy',"
"B'ars," an article on animals in the Yellowstone, a story of a girl winning a tennis
championship against great odds, an article
by Dallas Lore Sharp on animals, four continued stories of adventure or school life,
articles on golf, swimming, scientific articles
on television, the new comet, current events,
radio department, St. Nicholas League, Letterbox, riddles, puzzles. Two of these
stories are by well known children's writers,
Dallas Lore Sharp and by E. B. and A. A.
Knipe. Ralph Barbour is another well
known writer of school stories who often
writes for St. Nicholas. There are many
illustrations, some showing much life and
action, though small, but no colored ones
to grip the mind or eye in an outstanding
way.
In the Youth's Companion, we find stories
for the older boy and girl; a story of college life, a story of Indians and a girl's
heroism, a continued story for girls, a
biographical story by C. A. Stephens who
has written for the Youth's Companion for
years, a biographical sketch, an article on
railroading as a profession, a page of current events, puzzle questions, the Youth's
Companion Lab, how to make a tin water
scooter, a page of fashions for girls, and
the Children's Page with a fairy tale for
the little ones. There are also a few puzzles. There are some illustrations, but
nothing which stands out particularly either
in the content or the illustrations.
John Martin's Book is called the "Magazine for Young People." It has also a sec-
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tion called "Johnny, Jr." for the little folk.
The cover design of this number is by Ruth
Prettyman and is a bright blue and orange
with white mice jumping across it. Some
of the stories, as "Cnut the Dane," are,
written for the younger child, very simply
told. There is an article on the first railroad engine, a short scientific article simply
told, two or three poems mostly by John
Martin himself, a short article about Westinghouse told as a story, a story about a dog
for older boys and girls, camp stories, plant
inquiries, a how-to-make article, picture
puzzles, a poem and story in big print for
the beginning reader, also the Letter-Box,
and pages to cut out and color. It is attractively gotten up and should interest the
child of about 6-10 years of age. It is
small in size and easy for a child to handle.
Child Life is larger in size and limp, with
front cover done in brilliant color by Hazel
Frazee. It has several other delightful
illustrations in color: a story for the older
child about a Fourth of July celebration,
another episode of a small boy who helps
General Washington, an article on patriotic
songs, a story for girls, an article on Nuremberg, a continued story about dolls by
Margery W. Bianco, a story about Brownies
and a poem for the little child, Child Life
Kitchen, a picture puzzle, Who's Who in
the Zoo, Good Citizens League, how-tomake bows and arrows, Star Study, Your
dress and Dolly's, cut-outs, Book friends,
Joy Givers Club. This magazine is attractively gotten up, and contains stories and
pictures which should interest the child of
about 6 to 10 years. Children of this age
like to read about other children, a fact
which is well taken care of in both John
Martin's Book and in Child Life. Most
young children do not like continued stories,
according to the Green study, because they
do not like to wait to find out what will happen next. Yet all of these periodicals for
children have continued stories. There is
a great deal of advertising matter in Child
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Life which is interspersed with the stories,
and one rather wonders if the breaking up
of the stories in this way does not detract
from their interest to the young child. Looking over several copies of this magazine,
one also wonders if perhaps this magazine
would not appeal more to the adult as being
what he thinks a child should like, than it
does to the child himself, unless it were read
to him.
St. Nicholas, in an article celebrating its
fiftieth birthday in 1923, set forth its own
ideals. Clean, wholesome fun and youthful
jollity for all ages, absorbing stories, helpful historical and artistic sketches, with
nonsense rhymes and genuine poetry, entertainment fitted to the tastes and wholesome
development of boys'and girls these are its
aims. It uses the finest types of boys and
girls as its examples, builds character, cultivates the imagination in beneficlent and
profitable directions, shows how to use brain
and hand, keeps pace with world events,
and prepares for life as it is. Many of our
notable writers have been proud to write for
St. Nicholas—notably Tennyson, Longfellow, Alcott, Kipling, Wiggin, Davis; and
famous artists—Rackham, Parrish, Gibson,
Pyle—have contributed illustrations. In
reading over the wonderful record of its
contributors of the past, it is rather significant that we do not find many famous names
of either artists or writers in its issues of
today and no serials which look as though
they might become children's classics. While
its ideals may still be as high as ever, are
not its stories falling off in literary value
and becoming commonplace? And might
not this same criticism apply equally well
to the Youth's Companion of today?
It is probable, too, that the change in the
environment of the great mass of children
and the increase of the foreign element in
the schools of today from that of twenty or
thirty years ago accounts largely for the
change in choice of magazines as shown in
these surveys. While we can remember in
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our youth the eagerness with which both
St. Nicholas and the Youth's Companion
were awaited and read from cover to cover,
these surveys show that even in the grades
these magazines have fallen from first place
in every school but one—and it is significant
that that one is a school composed of the
better class of American children, with a
minority of the foreign element. In schools
where there is a large foreign element, and
the children come from poor homes, we
find the True Story Magazine far in the
lead. The True Story Magazine consists of
a collection of ten to twenty unsigned stories
written in the first person as actual experiences, and dealing with the most rudimentary emotions in the most rudimentary English. It is illustrated by posed photographs
—just to prove that it happened in real life!
The paper it is printed on is cheap and the
illustrations are cheap rotogravures. The
stories consist of thickly plied tragedy that
ends happily, consummate poverty that becomes wealth, ill-gotten luxury that finally
sees its error and changes to simplicity, and
misguided virtue which may drag itself
through black sin but comes forth shining
and triumphant in the end. The wicked
are punished and the righteous win every
time in the end; hence it boasts of its wholesome influence on life. It is stupid, revolting trash, putting reiterated emphasis on
sex themes, but what about its lure for and
influence on the curious adolescent mind, the
inferior mentality, and the foreign element?
The home background influences reading
largely and poor habits of reading are chiefly due to poor home conditions. The child
is apt to read the magazine which he finds
in the home or in the hands of his companions ; an attitude of derision for the old
standards in literature and the chase for the
sensational which he finds in his elders will
be aped by him. Then, too, there is a tendency to demand the same sort of thing
found in the movies—a few vivid flashes of
exciting action with little to linger over. We

109

cannot expect to find in children from uncultivated homes the mental background to
appreciate good literature and to choose it
in place of the exciting trash of the True
Story Magazine.
The Jordan surveys show us that in 1925
the American Magazine had become the
favorite even among the younger readers in
the schools of Greensboro and Charlotte,
North Carolina. The True Story Magazine
is read somewhat, but the children in the
North Carolina towns surveyed are of a different class, probably of better mentality
and lacking the immigrant background. The
preference for the American Magazine indicates that the child of today prefers a
more grown-up, sophisticated magazine to
either St. Nicholas or Youth's Companion.
There is a challenge here to the magazines
written for young people. They are not
fulfilling the demands of youth or they
would not be relegated to fourteenth place
or worse.
As to format, certain standards for
books have been set up which should apply
equally for magazines. The paper should
be pure white, without gloss, and thick
enough so that it cannot be seen through.
The type should be large enough to be legible and should be well leaded and properly
spaced. The size of the type depends on
the age of the child. It should be large
(24 point) for the primary child, and should
gradually decrease in size (18 point for the
3rd and 4th grade). Highly colored pictures may cause eye-strain but this is counter-balanced by the securing of interest and
attention. The small-sized book is best, as
large books have to be rested on something
at an angle which lessens the legibility.
Checked up against these standards, we
find that St. Nicholas meets them all fairly
well. The paper is white with no gloss, the
type is clear, the size of the book is average.
Youth's Companion does not meet them so
well. The paper is white, but is cheap looking and so thin that the type shows through.
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The type is too small to be really clear and
easy reading. It is too large and limp to be
easily held while being read. Iohn Martin's
Book is not printed on white paper, but on
a pale buff. The type is clear and of varying sizes for the older or younger child.
Some of the pictures are colored and attractive for a child. It is a small, stiff covered, compact book, and easy to hold. Child
Life is printed on white paper in a beautifully clear type, but the size of the magazine
is too large for the small child. The colored illustrations are well done.
Bamberger has concluded that children's
choices are influenced by certain factors in
the physical make-up of books. The little
child, generally speaking, likes a small book.
A bright-colored cover is an attraction—
preferably blue, red, or yellow with bright
gilding. Titles influence the child in his
selection. Numerous illustrations, highly
colored, appeal to the child—as much as
25 per cent, of pictures is best for little children. The child likes pictures in which
there is humor and action, pictures which
tell the story. A wide margin—at least an
inch—should be used, with few lines to the
page for the younger child.
Comparing St. Nicholas with these standards, we find a bright cover, usually in blues,
reds, or yellows. The title itself with its
visions of Christmas should attract the
child. There are numerous illustrations in
black and white, small but filled with action and story telling power. The margins
are narrow. St. Nicholas, on the whole,
checks up fairly well, but more might be
done to make its illustrations attractive.
Youth's Companion is too large; the cover
and all other illustrations are in black and
white, and are small and not especially interesting. The title has the virtue of long
familiarity as an attraction. The magazine
has narrow margins, and altogether does not
check up very highly with the standards
proposed by Bamberger. lohn Martin's
Book is small in size, the cover is bright in
blues and reds, it has numerous attractive
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illustrations, some in colors and full of action and story telling power. The margin
is narrow. One would not think that the
name itself would appeal particularly to the
child, but on the whole the magazine checks
up rather well. Child Life is too large, but
the cover is bright in reds, blues and greens,
the illustrations, some of which are in color,
are beautifully done, full of action and of
interest for the child. The margins are
wide enough. The title should appeal to
the child since he likes stories about other
children. This magazine, then, checks up
well with Bamberger's requirements except
in size.
In conclusion, then, we may say that
these four standard children's magazines,
St. Nicholas, Youth's Companion, Child
Life and lohn Martin's Book have been
shown by surveys to stand far from the
first choice of the children of today for
pleasure reading. That this is due chiefly
to the change in environment, home training
and ideas of the great mass of children in
the public schools in probable. But the challenge to these magazines which should be
the joy of our children of today stands
clear. More attractive physical make-up,
stories of greater literary value, greater
dramatic action, and more compelling interest, and a closer approach to the ideals St.
Nicholas has set for itself may result in a
return of these magazines to the first place
in our children's hearts.
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Helen S. Carpenter
ACCIDENT PREVENTION
A Sixth-Grade Unit in "Safety First"
A BOY was seriously injured by an
automobile while on his way to
school one morning. The boys and
girls were all eager to talk about the accident during opening exercises. A few questions from the teacher about the causes of
accidents, traffic regulations, and the work
being done to prevent accidents, brought a
variety of answers from the class. There
were many things about which they were in
doubt. By the end of the period the class
had decided that they would like to know
more about accident prevention and help in
the effort to decrease accidents.
The following unit of work gives a record of their efforts.
I. What the Children Did
A. They decided to help in an effort to
decrease accidents.
B. They studied statistics to find the
causes of most accidents on:
1. Highways
2. Railroad crossings
3. Street cars
C. They listed preventable accidents and
their causes.
D. They studied daily papers and reported on accidents occurring each day
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and decided to what extent they were
preventable.
E. They tried to find ways of preventing
such accidents.
F. They found out what organizations
were making conscious efforts to decrease accidents.
G. They made posters calling attention
to things that cause accidents.
H. They placed the posters in the school
building in conspicuous places and in
down-town shop-windows.
I. They wrote articles for the school paper calling attention to safety work.
J. They wrote original stories, in which
some preventable accident occurred or
was prevented.
K. They formed a Safety Club, each
member taking the Safety Pledge.
L. The Club arranged an original program on "Safety First" for assembly.
M. They set aside one section of the bulletin for:
1. Cartoons pertaining to accidents,
both copied and original
2. Clippings from newspaper telling
of recent accidents
N. They wrote Safety Songs and entered
the best song written in the Safety
Song Contest conducted by the National Safety Council.
11. What the Children Learned
A. They learned the following facts
about accidents;
1. Thirty per cent of all fatal automobile accidents happen to children of school age or under.
2. Every six minutes someone is
killed by accident.
3. More than one thousand persons
were killed on the streets of New
York last year.
4. The total dead and wounded in the
American army overseas was only
275,984, while there were 5,700
children and 13,300 adults killed
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in the United States in 1925 from
accidents, and 450,000 others were
injured.
5. A nation-wide 5% reduction is being made in child traffic fatalities.
6. In Washington Safety films show
that pedestrians take greater risks
than motorists.
7. In the United States in 1923 there
occured 76.3 deaths from fatal
accidents for each 100,000 of the
population, while in England and
Wales, during the same year, the
accident death rate was only 33
per 100,000.
B. They learned that most automobile accidents are caused by:
1. Inattention
2. Speed
3. Failure to grant right of way
4. Skidding
5. Driving on the wrong side of
road
6. Driving without experience
7. Failure to signal a turn or stop
8. Following too close
9. Intoxication
10. Cutting in
11. Cutting corners
12. Passing on a curve
13. Passing on the wrong side
14. Passing a standing trolley car
15. Passing on a hill
16. Improper parking
17. Trying to beat a train
C. They learned the following precautions for pedestrians to observe:
1. Walk on the left side of the highway.
2. Fook before darting across
streets.
3. Keep off the backs of wagons or
automobiles while they are in motion.
4. Cross streets at corners.
5. Fook to the left on crossing the
first half of street and to the
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right on the second half unless
it is a one-way street.
6. Look out for alleys and by-roads
when walking or riding.
7. Leave a car from the side next to
the sidewalk and wait until the
car or bus moves on before trying to cross to the opposite side
of street.
8. Look to the right and to the left
before attempting to cross a railroad or a street car track.
9. Cross the street where there is a
traffic cop when possible; wait
until he signals that it is safe to
go.
10. Cross between lines painted on
the pavement whenever these are
provided.
11. Stop and wait when the blinker
flashes a red light.
12. Stop and read signs. They are
posted for some good reason.
13. Keep fruit peelings off the
streets.
14. Choose a hill that has no traffic
for coasting.
15. Pick a section with little traffic
for roller-skating.
D. They learned that the percent of accidents is on a decrease due to the
work of:
1. The Safety Council
2. The junior police
3. The public schools
4. The schools for drivers
5. The large insurance companies
6. The automobile factories
7. The chambers of commerce
8. The safety engineers.
E. They learned the following facts
about safety work:
1. In cities where concentrated effort
has been made to reduce accidents
they have been successful.
2. A safety drive during one week in
a year is not sufficient, but a safety
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drive must be made 365 days in a
year if it is to be effective.
Accident laws have not been enforced because of the clogging of
courts.
Safety engineers are the leaders
in accident prevention work in industry. They are usually mechanical engineers who after graduation take up safety work as a specialty.
In construction of sky-scrapers it
used to be thought that one life a
story was not great, but today our
highest buildings are constructed
without the loss of a single life.
We are slowly becoming adjusted
to a world in which millions ride
and millions more must get out of
their way.

III. Skills and Abilities for Emphasis
A. Ability to scan papers for first-hand
information and to interpret thought
found in these paragraphs.
B. Ability in making posters to :
1. Use direct attack in order to have
advertising value
2. Carry out unity of idea
3. Use originality of thought in design
4. Consider best arrangement of design
5. Do clear, plain lettering
C. Ability to present facts in;
1. A clear, concise way
2. A way that will catch readers' eyes
3. A well-written article
D. Ability to organize a club into a working unit with a definite purpose
E. Ability to plan and carry out a specific piece of work in arranging and giving an original program
F. Ability to gather materials outside of
text
IV. Attitudes and Ideals Fostered:
A. A feeling of responsibility for the
welfare of those around us

113

B.

A desire to be of service outside of
the school and home
C. A fixing of right habits
D. An interest in upholding the law and
a fellow feeling for officers enforcing
law
E. A spirit of co-operation gained
through group work
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by F. W. Parsons.
B. Material for Teacher
1. American City (32; 211-15),
Feb., '25. "Teaching of Safety
in the Schools."
2. Educational School lournal (26:
253-4), Dec., '25, "Research Fellowship founded in the Study of
Education."
3. Educational School lournal (25302-6), Dec., '24, "Interesting the
the Teacher in Safety Education," by T. W. Gosling.
4. Industrial Management (73: 1516), Jan., '27, "Using Letters to
Sell Safety," by H. E. Wright.
5. Library Journal (47:58), Jan. IS,
'22. "Safety Education."
6. Literary Digest (86-59-9), Sept.
5, '25, "Will Evolution Fit Us
With Sense to Dodge Cars ?"
7. Literary Digest (90:22), Aug. 7,
'26. "Thousands Rescued by
Safety Organizations."
8. Literary Digest (75 : 29-30), Oct.
28, '22. "Nation's Needless Martyrdom."
9. School Arts Magazine (M24:
316-26), Jan., '25.
"Posters
Again; How They Aided Accident Prevention in Massachusetts."
10. School Life (9: 181), Apr., '24.
Safety Teaching in Our Schools."
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11. School and Society (21: 646),
May 30, '25. "Schools and the
Safety Campaign."
12. School and Society (22: 351),
Oct. 31, '25. "Traffic Accidents
Among School Children."
13. School and Society (18: 765),
Dec. 29, '23. "Lessons on Highway Safety."
14. "Safety Plays," published by Educational Division of National
Safety Council.
15. "Safety Education in the Elementary School, a Technique for
Developing Subject Matter," by
Ruth Streitz, price $1.10, published by the National Safety
Council, New York City.
LESSON PLAN
This lesson plan is included to show how
the daily lesson planning is related to the
large unit of work, and how the initial preparation of a large topic makes possible the
planning of a lesson after the preceding lesson is taught. Thus the teacher is able to
provide for pupil purposing and to meet
the needs of the class as revealed in each
recitation. The lesson plan conforms to the
suggestions given by Miss Katherine M.
Anthony in her article on "Helps in Lesson
Planning," Virginia Teacher, (VIH, 205)
July, 1927.
Lesson Plan
I. Date: December 5, 1927.
II. Grade: Sixth.
III. Time: 40 minutes.
IV. Major Unit: Accident Prevention (A
Safety First Unit).
V. Minor Teaching Unit: The writing of
an article for the school paper on
"Safety First."
PART II.
Steps in the Lesson
I. There was a discussion of facts that
might be of help to the school as a
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III.

IV.

V.
VI.
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The best paper was selected for
whole to know. They discussed:
publication.
1. Some statistics gathered in regard
Rowena Lacy
to accidents.
2. Some efforts being made to reduce
accidents.
A FINDING LIST OF AMERI3. Some risks that we have observed
CAN SHORT STORIES
boys and girls in the school taking.
4. Safe ways of conducting ourselves SINCE short stories of individual writers are difficult of access, teachers
on the street.
will often find the better anthologies
Posters had already been made. Other
useful
in providing a satisfactory sampling
ways of giving "safety first" informaof
each
writer's work.
tion to the school were discussed. The
Because
the contents of twenty of the
class finally decided to write articles
best-known
short story anthologies provide
for the school paper.
so
considerable
a body of American short
Since we could not put all the imstories,
therefore,
this finding list has been
portant facts learned in one short paper, we found it necessary to boil prepared.
First is offered a list of the anthologies
down the points to very definite topics.
The class gave suggestions. Indivi- to which reference is made. For conduality was stressed at this point. venience, each collection is indicated in the
finding list by the name of its author, desigSome of the suggested titles were:
nated in the list of references by capital
1. Watch Your Step!
letters.
2. Roller-Skating in Safety.
In the finding list itself are assembled the
3. Are You a Simple?
various references to indicate where each
4. Our Friend, the Traffic Cop.
story may be located.
5. A Good Citizen on the Street.
6. Haste Makes Waste.
List of References
7. An Appeal for Help.
Ashmun—Modern Short Stories. Macmillan,
Points observed in the writing of the
1914.
Atkinson—The Short-Story. Allyn and Bacon,
article.
1922.
1 . It must have something to tell.
Baldwin—American Short Stories. Longmans,
Green and Company, 1916.
2. It must be stated clearly so that
the children in the lower grades Hastings, Clough, and Mason—Short Stories.
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1924.
will understand.
Heydrick (1)—Americans All. Harcourt Brace,
1920.
3. It must be written in an interesting
Heydrick
(2)—Types of the Short Story. Scott,
manner, if we wish it to be read.
Foresman and Company, 1913.
4. It must be legibly written.
Howells—The Great Modern American Stories.
Boni and Liveright, 1920.
5. It must have all sentences correct
Tessup (1)—American Short Stories. Allyn and
in structure.
Bacon, 1923.
6. It must stress quality rather than Jessup (2)—Best American Humorous Short
Stories. Boni and Liveright, 1920.
quantity.
Law—Modern Short Stories. Centurv 1925.
The writing of the article.
Matthews—The Short Story. American Book
Company, 1907.
The next day's work consisted in the Mikels—.S/wH
Stories for English Courses.
examination of articles by teacher and
Scribners, 1920.
pupils working together, to determine Pattee—Century Readings in the American Short
Story. Century, 1927.
how nearly they had met the stand- Pence—Short Stories by Present-Day Authors.
Macmillan, 1922.
ards set up.
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Ramsay—Short Stories of America. Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1921.
Royster—American Short Stories. Scott, Foresman and Company, 1925.
Robinson—Contemporary Short Stories. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1924.
Sherman—A Book of Short Stories. Henry Holt
and Company, 1914.
Smith—Short Stories, Old and New. Ginn and
Company, 1916.
Williams—A Book of Short Stories. D Appleton and Company, 1920.
Finding List of American Short Stories
Ade, George
Effie Whittlesy. Howells, 288-294
Allen, James Lane
The White Cowl. Jessup (1), 539-557
Aldeich, Thomas Bailey
A Struggle for Life. Jessup (1), 348-355; Pattee, 198-203
Mile. Olympe Zabriski. Howells, 110-122
Anderson, Sherwood
Death. Pattee, 491-496
Mother. Robinson, 1-10
Andrews, Mary Raymond Shipman
A Messenger. Mikels, 409-429
Anonymous
Chariessa; or a Pattern for the Sex. Jessup
(1), 1-8
Hamet, a Tale. Jessup (1), 34-37
Atherton, Gertrude
The Pearls of Loreto. Ramsay, 161-188
Austin, William
Peter Rugg, the Missing Man. Baldwin, 61-95;
Jessup (1), 50-70; Pattee, 17-32
Bartlett, Frederick Orin
Long, Long Ago. Royster, 112-121
Benefield, Barry
The Wind in the Pines. Pattee, 547-554
Bierce, Ambrose
An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. Howells,
237-247; Jessup (1), 573-579; Pattee, 368-373
Brown, Alice
Old Lemuel's Journey. Pattee, 415-423
Told in the Poorhouse. Howells, 225-236
Brown, Charles Brockden
Thessalonica; A Roman Story. Jessup (1),
9-28
Bryant, William C.
The Indian Spring. Jessup (1), 80-88
Buckley, Frederick Robert
Gold-Mounted Guns. Royster, 123-132
Bunner, H. C.
A Sisterly Scheme. Matthews, 376-390
Our Aromatic Uncle. Atkinson, 251-269; Mikels 343-360
The Love-Letters of Smith. Baldwin, 291-301;
Hastings, 120-130; Pattee, 347-352
The Nice People. Jessup (2), 141-150
The Tenor. Heydrick (1), 41-53
The Two Churches of 'Quawket. Jessup (1),
567-572
Cable, George W.
Jean-Ah Poquelin. Howells, 390-412
"Posson Jone!" Jessup (1), 438-451; Mikels,
317-340; Pattee, 238-247
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'Sieur George. Hastings, 60-74
Canfield, Dorothy
Flint and Fire. Heydrick (1), 191-209
Portrait of a Philosopher. Robinson, 27-43
Gather, Willa S.
Paul's Case. Robinson, 44-69
The Sculptor's Funeral. Hastings, 241-255;
Pattee, 463-470
Catherwood, Mary H.
The Windigo, Ramsay, 191-212; Pattee, 394-403
Chambers, Robert W.
The Case of Mr. Helmer. Jessup (1), 782-788
Chester, George Randolph
Bargain Day at Tutt House. Jessup (2), 213236
The Triple Cross. Jessup (1), 850-864
Chopin, Kate
At the 'Cadian Ball. Ramsay, 149-160
Azelie. Jessup (1), 666-672
Madame Celestin's Divorce. Pattee, 404-406
Clemens, Samuel L.
The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras
Countv. Howells, 36-42; Jessup (1), 343347; Jessup (2), 102-108; Mikels, 223-230;
Pattee, 204-207
The Facts Concerning the Recent Carnival of
Crime in Connecticut. Pattee, 207-215
Cobb, Irvin S.
According to the Code. Royster, 163-199
A Lady and a Gentleman. Pattee, 482-490
The Belled Buzzard. Jessup (1), 895-905;
Pence, 162-178
The Smart Aleck. Robinson, 70-98
Cohen, Octavus Roy
Not Wisely But Too Well. Royster, 221-249
The Fight That Failed. Pence. 313-348
Cooke, Grace E.
A Call. Jessup (2), 237-251
Cooke, Rose Terry
Freedom Wheeler's Controversy with Providence. Pattee, 140-157
Too Late. Jessup (1), 423-437
Cooper, James Fennimore
A Duel in Midstream. Jessup (1), 71-79
Crane, Stephen
A Gray Sleeve. Pattee, 407-414
The Pace of Youth. Hastings, 176-186
Craddock, Charles Egbert
(See Mary N. Murfree)
Curtis, George William
Titbottom's Spectacles. Jessup (2), 52-74
Davis, Rebecca Harding
Life in the Iron Mills. Pattee, 158-176
Davis, Richard Harding
A Leander of the East River. Pattee, 374-378
Gallegher. Mikels, 183-219
On the Fever Ship. Law, 53-68
The Exiles. Jessup (1), 638-665
Dashiell, Landon H.
Aunt Sanna Terry. Howells, 352-360.
Deland, Margaret W.
"Many Waters." Jessup (1), 789-806
The Stuffed-Animal House. Pattee, 379-393
Dobie, Charles Caldwell
All or Nothing. Jessup (1), 959-974; Royster,
277-304
The Open Window. Pattee, 522-532
Dodge, Mary Mapes
The Crow-Child. Law, 9-16
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Dreiser, Theodore
Old Ragoum and His Theresa. Pattee, 471-481
The Lost Phoebe. Jessup (1), 923-934; Howells, 295-311
The Second Choice. Robinson, 116-141
Dunbar, Paul Laurence
The Ordeal at Mt. Hope. Heydnck (1), 227248
Dwight, H. G.
Mehmish, Hastings, 334-343
Dwyer, James F.
The Citizen. Heydrick (1), 299-317
Dyer, Walter A.
Qulliver the Great. Law, 92-104
Eddy, John
A Dinner Party. Jessup (1). 389-411
Edwards, Harry S.
Elder Brown's Backslide. Jessup (2), 109-127
Ferber, Edna
,
His Mother's Son. Heydrick (1), 117-129
Roast Beef Medium. Pattee, 533-538
The Gay Old Dog. Robinson, 142-169
Foote, John Taintor
Opus 43, Number 6. Pence, 275-287
Fox, John, Jr.
Christmas Night With Satan. Mikels, 53-66
Frederick, Harold
The Eve of the Fourth. Baldwin, 30>324
Freeman, Mary Wilkins
A Gala Dress. Williams, 117-130
A New England Nun. Jessup (1), 580-588
A Village Singer. Hastings, 131-145; Pattee,
353-360
On the Walpole Road. Ramsay, 136-148
The Revolt of "Mother." Atkinson, 229-250;
Howells, 207-224; Mikels, 261-281
Fuller, Henry B.
Striking an Average. Howells, 267-287
Garland, Hamhn
Among the Corn Rows. Pattee, 361-367; Ramsay, 88-104.
The Return of a Private. Ashmun, 15-40;
Howells, 248-266
Under the Lion's Paw. Williams, 133-150
Up the Coolly. Jessup (1), 589-618
Gerould, Katherine Fullerton
Emma Blair. Pattee, 451-462
The Bird in the Bush. Robinson, 187-207
The Nature of an Oath. Royster, 251-275
The Penalties of Artemis. Jessup (1), 906-922
Oilman, Charlotte Perkins Stetson
The Yellow Wall Paper. Howells, 320-337
Glaspell, Susan
A Jury of Her Peers. Pence, 74-99
Gray, David
Her First Horse Show. Law, 117-134
Greene, Frederick Stuart
Molly McGuire, Fourteen. Williams, 223-251
Hale, Edward Everett
My Double, and How He Undid Me. Heydrick
(2), 177-200; Howells, 3-21; Jessup (2), 7593; Pattee, 125-133
The Man Without a Country. Jessup (1), 325342
Hall, James
The French Village. Baldwin, 99-112
The Seventh Son. Jessup (1), 89-101
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Hardy, Arthur Sherburne
The Mystery of Celestine. Pattee, 339-344
Harris, Joel Chandler
Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox, and the Tar Baby.
Howells, 413-418
The Adventures of Simon and Susanne. Law,
3-8
The French Tar Baby. Mikels, 29-34
Trouble on Lost Mountain. Jessup (1), 500517
Harte, Bret
An Ingenue of the Sierras. Jessup (1), 364376; Pattee, 188-197
Colonel Starbottle for the Plaintiff. Jessup
(2), 170-198
Tennessee's Partner. Matthews, 253-266; Williams, 48-60
The Luck of Roaring Camp. Ramsay, 29-41
The Outcasts of Poker Flat. Atkinson, 134147; Baldwin, 231-243; Hastings, 48-59; Howells, 143-154; Jessup (1), 356-363; Mikels,
245-258; Pattee, 183-187; Smith, 191-205
Hastings, Wells
Gideon. Jessup (2), 260-276
Hawthorne, Julian
Lovers in Heaven. Jessup (1), 807-817
Hawthorne, Nathaniel
Dr. Heidegger's Experiment. Ashmun, 243257; Heydrick (2). 221-234
Ethan Brand. Sherman, 43-63
Howe's Masquerade. Atkinson, 93-111
Mr. Higginbotham's Catastrophe. Hastings,
14-26
Mrs. Bullfrog. Pattee, 49-52
Rappaccini's Daughter. Jessup (1), 134-154
The Ambitious Guest. Heydrick (2), 47-59;
Jessup (1), 128-133; Matthews, 210-222
The Birthmark. Atkinson, 112-133
The Great Stone Face. Smith, 148-172
The Grey Champion. Jessup (1), 115-120
The Hollow of Three Hills. Jessup (1), 111114
The Minister's Black Veil. Sherman, 26-42
The Prophetic Pictures. Pattee, 42-49
The White Old Maid. Baldwin, 131-142; Pattee. 37-42
Wakefield. Jessup (1), 121-127
Hearn, Lafcadio
Banjo Jim's Story. Pattee, 270-273
The Soul of the Great Bell. Law, 17-21
Henry, O. (See William S. Porter)
Hergesheimer, Joseph
Bread. Robinson, 208-238
The Thrush in the Hedge. Pattee, 497-509
Higginson, Thomas W.
The Monarch of Dreams. Jessup (1), 528-538
Holmes, Oliver Wendell
A Visit to the Asylum for Aged and Decayed
Punsters. Jessup (2), 94-101
Hopper, James M.
The Struggles and Triumph of Isidro de los
Maestros. Heydrick (1), 279-294
Howells, William Dean
Though One Rose From the Dead. Jessup (1),
762-781
Hurst, Fannie
Bitter-Sweet. Heydrick (1), 135-165
Humoresque. Pence, 101-134
The Good Provider. Robinson, 239-279
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Irving, Helen
{
The Belle; or, Love Under the Rose. Jessupl
(l),249r257
J
Irving, Washington
Legend of the Moor's Legacy. Williams, 13-32
Rip Van Winkle. Atkinson, 1-22; Ashmun,
101-127; Baldwin, 39-58; Heydrick (2), 2145; Jessup (1), 38-49; Matthews, 76-102; Pattee, 4-11; Sherman, 3-25; Smith, 44-64
The Stout Gentleman. Pattee, 11-16
James, Henry
A Day of Days. Pattee, 217-228
A Passionate Pilgrim. Howells, 43-109
The Figure in the Carpet. Jessup (1), 673-699
The Real Thing. Ashmun, 201-239
The Visits. Hastings, 159-175
Jewett, Sarah Orne
A Native of Winby. Pattee, 274-284
The Courting of Sister Wisby. Howells, 190206
, ;
The Hiltons' Holiday. Jessup (1), 627-637
Johnson, Owen
One Hundred in the Dark. Law, 192-211
Johnston, Richard Malcolm
The Hotel Experience of Mr. Pink Fluker.
Jessup (2), 128-140
Jordan, Elizabeth
The Comforter. Williams, 205-219
Kahler, Hugh McNair
The Buckpasser. Pence, 239-274
Kelly, Myra
The Land of Heart's Desire. Heydrick (1), 2136
King, Elizabeth Grace
Monsieur Motte. Pattee, 316-338
Kirkland, C. M. S.
The Bee Tree. Baldwin, 195-210
The Schoolmaster's Progress. Jessup (1), 226236; Jessup (2), 18-33
Lampton, William J.
How the Widow Won the Deacon. Jessup (2),
252-259
Lardner, Ring W.
Katy Wins a Home. Robinson, 280-304
Leslie, Eliza
The Watkinson Evening. Jessup (2), 34-51
Lewis, Alfred Henry
Tucson Jennie's Jealousy. Hastings, 201-211
Linn, James W.
The Girl at Duke's. Ramsay, 213-230
London, Jack
Love of Life. Ramsay, 231-254
The Madness of John Harned. Pattee, 432-440
The Seed of McCoy. Jessup (1), 874-894
To Build a Fire. Ashmun, 309-333
War. Law, 141-146
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth
The Notary of Periquex. Baldwin, 145-151
Martin, Helen R.
Elbe's Furnishing. Ramsay, 105-120
The Conversion of Elvinv. Pence, 180-193
Martin, George Madden
The Right Promethean Fire. Heydrick (1),
3-15
Mason, Grace S.
His Job. Royster, 1-21
Matthews, Brander
On an Errand of Mercy. Pattee, 265-269
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SMayo, Katherine
| Israel Drake. Heydrick (1), 255-272
| Melville, Herman
The Town-Ho's Story. Jessup (1), 258-272
Mitchell, Edward Page
The Tachypomp. Jessup (1), 412-422
Mitchell, Silas Weir
A Dilemma. Law, 160-165
The Mind-Reader. Jessup (1), 821-849
Morris, George P.
The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots.
Jessup (2), 1-6
Murfree, Mary N.
Taking the Blue Ribbon at the County Fair.
Ramsay, 42-65
The Star in the Valley. Jessup (1), 452-465
'Way Down in Lonesome Cove. Pattee, 285302
Norris, Frank
The Wife of Chino. Jessup (1), 751-761
O'Brien, Fitz-James
The Diamond Lens. Jessup (1), 281-298
What Was It? (A Mystery). Ashmun, 179197; Baldwin, 213-228; Matthews, 229-246;
Pattee, 110-116
Page, Thomas Nelson
Marse Chan. Mikels, 285-314
Ole 'Stracted. Jessup (1), 518-527
"Unc' Edinburg's Drownin'." Pattee, 303-315
Paine, Ralph D.
The Freshman Full-Back. Mikels, 161-180
Paulding, James K.
Mine Uncle John. Jessup (1), 29-33
The Yankee Schoolmaster. Pattee, 33-36
Perkins, Frederick Beecher
Devil Puzzlers. Pattee, 229-237
Pike, Albert
The Inroad of the Nabajo. Baldwin, 115-127
Poe, Edgar Allan
Metzengerstein. Jessup (1), 155-161
The Angjel of the Odd. Jessup (2), 7-17
The Assignation. Jessup (1), 162-170
The Cask of Amantillado. Ashmun, 1-14; Williams, 36-43
The Fall of the House of Usher. Baldwin, 155176; Jessup (1), 171-184; Matthews, 182-209;
Pattee, 56-65; Sherman, 64-86
The Gold Bug. Atkinson, 23-68; Heydrick (2),
236-281; Jessup (1), 201-225; Matthews, 182209; Mikels, 97-142; Sherman, 87-130; Smith,
65-108
The Masque of the Red Death. Hastings, 2733; Jessup (1), 185-189
The Murders in the Rue Morgue. Pattee, 6582
The Pit and the Pendulum. Heydrick (2)
119-139; Jessup (1), 190-200
The Purloined Letter. Atkinson 69-92
Porter, William S.
A Blackjack Bargainer. William, 163-178
A Municipal Report. Ramsay, 280-298
A Retrieved Reformation. Law, 212-220
Phcebe. Sherman, 266-285
The Count and the Wedding Guest. Pattee
441-444
The Defeat of the City. Atkinson, 270-278
The^Duplicity of Hargraves. Jessup (2), 199The Furnished Room, Hastings, 222-228
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Taylor, Bayard
Twin-Love. Jessup (1), 377-388
Who Was She? Baldwin, 269-287
Thompson, Maurice
Ben and Judas. Ramsay, 66-87
Tracy, Virginia
The Lotus Eaters. Howells, 361-389
Twain, Mark (See Samuel Clemens)
Van Dyke, Henry
The First Christmas-Tree. Mikels, 3-26
The Night Call. Pence, 370-388
Webster, Albert Falvey
_
Miss Eunice's Glove. Baldwin, 247-2oo
Wharton, Edith
,,, ,in ,0,
Mrs. Manstey's View. Jessup (1). 619-626
The Choice. Pattee, 424-431
The Mission of Jane. Howells, 170-189
The Triumph of Night. Mikels, 375-406
The Verdict. Hastings, 261-271
Xingu. Robinson, 467-497
White, Stewart Edward
_
The Riverman. Heydrick (1), 173-184
White, William Allen
By the Rod of His Wrath. Ramsay, 257-272
The King of Boyville. Ashmun 159-169
The Mercy of Death. Jessup (1), 732-750 _
The Passing of Priscilla Winthrop. Heydrick,
(1), 59-72
Whitlock, Brand
The Gold Brick. Heydrick (1), 91-110
Whitman, Stephen French
Fear. Pattee, 555-556
The Last Room of All. Pence, 288-311
Williams, Ben Ames
The Artist. Pattee, 539-546
"They Grind Exceeding Small." Royster, 4358
Willis, Nathaniel P.
Count Pott's Strategy. Pattee, 105-109 _
The Inlet of Peach Blossoms. Baldwin, 179191
The Lunatic's Skate. Jessup (1), 102-110
The Spirit Love of "lone S—" Pattee, 102-105
Wister, Owen
Extra Dry. Jessup (1), 865-873
Woolson, Constance Fenimore
The Lady of Little Fishing. Pattee, 248-259
The South Devil. Jessup (1), 466-490
The Christmas Wreck. Howells, 155-169
Edith
The Griffin and the Minor Cannon. Atkinson, Wyatt,
A Failure. Howells, 312-319
210-228
Madelene Yale
The Lady or the Tiger? Mikels, 233-241; Pat- Wynne,
The Little Room. Howells, 338-351
tee, 260-263; Sherman. 148-156
Conrad T. Logan.
The Transferred Ghost. Jessup (1), 491-500
The Widow's Cruise. Hastings, 187-200
Stoddard, Charles Warren
A Prodigal in Tahiti. Howells, 123-142
Whenever we can fix the habit of selectStowe, Harriet Beecher
The Ghost in the Cap'n Brown House. Pattee, ing and reading worthwhile books, the emo134-139
tional and intellectual life of the home, the
The Mourning Veil. Jessup (1), 273-280
community, and the nation will be strengthStuart, Ruth McEnery _
Sonny's Christenin'. Mikels, 37-49
ened. The work of organizing libraries and
Sonny's Schoolin'. Law, 105-116.
training librarians is in this large sense , a
Tarkington, Booth
„^o
very fundamental work in the building of
"Little Gentleman." Pence, 349-368
Mary Smith. Royster 90-110
better character and better citizenship.—
Monsieur Beaucaire. Jessup (1), 707-/51
Francis G. Blair, president, N. E. A.
The Big, Fat Lummox. Robinson, 406-432

The Gift of the Magi. Heydrick (1), 79-85;
Jessup (1), 817-820; Smith, 285-292
The Hiding of Black Bill. Ashmun, 64-81
The Last Leaf. Pattee, 444-447
The Making of a New Yorker. Ramsay, 2/J279
The Ransom of Red Chief. Mikels, 145-158
Post, Melville Davisson
The Doomdorf Mystery. Pence, 54-68
The Great Legend. Jessup (1), 935-944
Riley, James Whitcomb
The Nest-Egg. Mikels, 69-77
Robbins, Leonard H.
Mr. Downey Sits Down. Royster, 23-41
Robertson, Morgan
,, rr,
The Battle of the Monsters. Law, 147-109
Russel, John
The Red Mark. Pence, 1-38
Seton, Ernest T.
The Ten Trails, Law, 22
Simms, WIlliam Gilmore . _ „ _
Grayling; or "Murder Will Out. Pattee, 83iOO
Those Old Lunes; or Which is the Madman?
Jessup (1), 237-248
Slosson, Annie Trumbull
A Local Colorist. Ramsay, 301-320
Clavis. Jessup (1), 700-706
Smith, Francis Hopkinson
cr.o
Six Hours in Squantico. Jessup (1), 558-366
The Arrival of a True Southern Lady. Ramsay, 123-135
Spofford, Harriet Prescott
n.
Circumstance. Howells, 22-35; Pattee, 117-124
In a Cellar. Jessup (1), 299-324
Steele, Wilbur Daniel
Down on the Knees. Royster, 60-88
Footfalls. Royster, 306-332
Six Dollars. Pattee, 510-521
The Woman at Seven Brothers. Jessup (1),
945-958; Robinson, 382-405
The Yellow Cat. Pence, 216-237
Stimson, Frederick J.
Mrs. Knollys. Matthews, 298-317
Stockton, Frank R.
The Buller-Podington Combat. Jessup (2),
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SURVEY OF SMALL TOWN
MILK SUPPLIES
SINCE 1923 the American Child Health
Association has co-operated with the
Conference of State and Provincial
Health Authorities and the Association of
the Dairy, Food and Drug Officials in "a
nation-wide movement to secure for every
baby, child and adult in America a clean and
safe milk supply."1 This joint work has
been carried on in nineteen states of this
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disease still epidemic in this country. The
findings of the American Child Health Association's survey give support to this recognition of the potential danger of the small
town milk supply. Ninety-seven of the 117
towns and cities giving information on the
extent of pasteurization reported that they
had no pasteurized milk. None of these
towns and cities reported 90 per cent or
more of their supplies pasteurized. The
status of pasteurization in these towns and
cities is given in Table I, below:

TABLE I
Extent of Pasteurization in 117 Cities with Populations under 25,000
Number
Cities Reporting
75 to 90 per cent
of Cities
No Pasteurized Milk
of Supplies Pasteurized
Reporting
Number
Per cent
Number
Per cent
Under 2,S00
60
58
67
0
2,500-4,999
21
17
81
1
0.9
5,000-9,999
19
IS
79
1
0.9
10,000-24,999
17
7
41
0
Total—All Cities
117
97
83
2
1.7
country and one Canadian province during
the period October, 1923, to August, 1927.
An American Child Health Association representative supervised the laboratory examination of the milk supplies of surveyed
cities, these findings being used later as the
basis of an educational campaign to promote
the production of clean and safe milk.
A report of this campaign was presented
at the Annual Meeting of the Association
of Dairy, Food and Drug Officials, held in
West Baden Springs, Indiana, October 10
to 14, 1927. This report dealt chiefly with
the condition of the milk supplies of 142
small towns and cities in three states and
one Canadian province which were surveyed
in the period January, 1926, to July, 1927.
A recent editorial comment on the Pasteurization of Milk2 notes that the smaller
towns and rural districts using raw milk
are chiefly responsible for the milk-borne
iprom a Resolution passed at the 1923 meeting
of the Association of Dairy, Food and Drug
Officials.
2
Journal of the American Medical Association,
October 22, 1927, p. 1428.

The condition in large cities presents a
striking contrast. Thirty of 61 cities over
100,000 population answering a questionnaire in January, 1927, reported 90 per cent
or more of their supplies pasteurized. But
even the large city falls short of the goal,
100 per cent pasteurization, which must be
attained if we are to have a safe milk supply.
The results of the bacteriological analyses
indicate immediate need for effective milk
control. An average of 25 per cent of the
supplies examined contained 200,000 or
more bacteria per cubic centimeter; an average of 40 per cent of the supplies examined contained 100,000 or more bacteria per
cubic centimeter. Fifty-one cities gave a
positive test for B. coli in 50 per cent or
more, 21 cities a positive test in 75 per cent
or more, of their supplies examined.
The milk supplies were on the whole dirty
according to physical standards. In only
two of the towns and cities tested were 75
per cent or more of the milk supplies subjected to the sediment test found to be
"clean" or "fairly clean." Only 19 cities
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had SO per cent or more of their supplies tory of the science of public health, its first
era being one of sanitary growth, followed
"clean" or "fairly clean.."
later
by expansion in personal health servThe temperature conditions of the milk
ice.
The large cities of this country have
were measured by noting the number of
maturing
and, in many cases, mature health
samples iced on the delivery vehicle, and by
programs.
The cities of medium size, of
taking the exact temperature of a bottle
which
the
city
of 50,000 population is typfrom the supply at the time the samples
ical,
have
begun
to develop their personal
were collected for bacteriological analysis.
health
service
without,
however, having perIn 109 of the towns and cities surveyed
fected
their
sanitation.
The American Child
none of the supplies examined were iced.
Health
Association's
survey
of 86 cities of
Only 9 cities had 50 per cent or more of
40,000-70,000
population
in
1923 found
their supplies iced. In 71 cities 50 per cent
these
cities,
"speaking
generally,"
paying
or more of the supplies examined had a
"more
attention
to
matters
of
sanitation
temperature over 55 degrees Fahrenheit at
than to other health activities." Yet only
the time of delivery.
20
of these cities pasteurized over 90 per
The temperature data are presented in decent
of their milk supply in 1923.
tail in Table II, below:
TABLE II

-£*-0
1
COo

oo
tn
M"
o

Specified Temperatures of Milk Supplies at Time of Collection in 118 Cities
Number of Cities Having Milk Supplies Tested at (Fahrenheit)
Temperature of
78° and
7O0-740
above
66o-70o
620-66°
S4o-58o 58o-62o
Size of City
46°-S0o —
_
,
,i
i
c
3
5
12
5
9
8
Under 2,S00
4
12
5
5
3
1
1
0
0
0
2
2
8
4
9
2,500-4,999
2
2.
R
2
2
00
00
10
0
0
8
4
8
5,000-9.999
0
■
a
2
0
0
3
4
6
10,000-24,999
2
5S
3
4
0
0
2
U
3
3
7
11
23
31
30
Total—All Cities
8
If we may use milk supply control as an
The per capita consumption of milk in
indication
of sanitary development, health
the small town averages slightly less than
department
practice of the small town is
that for cities. The average per capita constill
in
its
infancy.
Its milk supply is little
sumption for 99 of the surveyed towns and
better
in
sanitary
quality
than it would have
cities reporting this information was .5 pint,
whereas among the 86 cities of 40,000-70,- been if the process of pasteurization had
000 population surveyed by this Association never been discovered. The initial high bacin 1923 the per capita consumption was .85 terial count of the milk is increased by
pint. Cities over 70,000 population, accord- failure to ice the supply, and protection
ing to the American Public Health Associa- from danger of infection by man and cattle
tion's survey of 1923, had a per capita con- is not prevented by pasteurization.
The large cities have long recognized the
sumption of .83 pint.
protection
afforded by pasteurization; can
The danger of infection of milk consumwe
permit
the
25,000,000 in the small towns
ers by tuberculous cattle is a real one in
of
the
country
to be without this protection ?
the towns and cities surveyed. Only 43
The
problem
of
the large city is to extend
per cent of the surveyed cities reported that
the
provisions
of
existing pasteurization rethe cattle supplying their milk had been
quirements.
The
problem of the small town
tuberculin tested within a year.
is
to
awaken
its
citizens
to the need for the
Conclusion: The history of community
production
of
clean
milk
rendered safe by
health development usually parallels the his-
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pasteurization. This requires the passage
and enforcement of a proper milk control
ordinance.
Most American cities have safe water
supplies; most American cities need to secure safe milk supplies.
Samuel T. Crumbine
Dorothy F. Holland
FORTY IMPORTANT AMERICAN BOOKS OF 1926
AT THE request of the International
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, the American Library Association has selected the forty books in the
United States during 1926 which it considers most worthy of inclusion in a Word
List of Notable Books. The World List,
published by the Institute, in Paris, is confined each year to six hundred titles, and
the purpose of the list is to acquaint nationals of each country with the best literary production of other countries. The
number allowed each country is apportioned
on the basis of its total publishing output.
Instructions received from the Institute
direct that "the works chosen should deal
with an important subject, in an original
and interesting manner and be capable of
being read by a person of average culture."
On the following list will be found two
books by men of foreign birth, one a Hindu,
the other an Englishman. But, since both
these men live and write in the United
States and their books have been published
here, their eligibility for the list has been allowed.
In compiling the list, the A. L. A. headquarters staff has had the co-operation of a
number of distinguished librarians, scholars,
and specialists in various fields. The result
therefore represents a consensus of opinion,
and not individual judgment.
History
Adams, James Truslow. New England in
the Republic, 1776-1850. Little, Brown.
542p. $5.
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Mims, Edwin. The Advancing South.
Doubleday, Page. 319p. $3.
Nash, Roy. The Conquest of Brazil. Harcourt, Brace. 458p. $5.
Sedgwick, Mary Katrine. Aconta, the Sky
City. Harvard University Press. 314p.
$4.
Sullivan, Mark. "Our Times" I. The Turn
of the Century. Scribner. 810p. $5.
Thomason, J. W., Jr. Fix Bayonets! Scribner's. 245. $3.50.
Social Science
Hayes, Carlton J. H. Essays on Nationalism. Macmillan. 279p. $3.
Ise, John. The United States Oil Policy.
Yale University Press. 547p. $7.50.
Martin, Everett Dean. Meaning of a Liberal
Education. W. W. Norton. 317p. $3.
Moon, Parker T. Imperialism and World
Politics. Macmillan. S85p. $3.50.
Puckett, N. N. Folk Beliefs of the Southern
Negro. University of North Carolina
Press. 644p. $5.
Religion
Browne, Lewis. This Believing World.
Macmillan. 347p. $3.50.
Mukerji, Dhan Gopal. The Face of Silence.
E. P. Dutton. 255p. $3.
Whitehead, A. N. Religion in the Making.
Macmillan. 160p. $1.50.
Philosophy and Psychology
Brownell, Baker. The New Universe. D.
Van Nostrand Company. 45 Sp. $4.
Durant, Will. Story of Philosophy. Simon
& Schuster. 577p. $5.
Edman, Irwin. Richard Kane Looks at Life.
Houghton Mifflin. 319p. $2.50.
Randall, John Herman. The Making of the
Modern Mind. Houghton Mifflin. 653p.
$3.50.
Terman, Lewis M., and Catherine M. Cox.
Genetic Studies Genius. Stanford University Press. 2v. $5.
Belles Lettres and Art
Guillaume, Paul, and Thomas Munro.
Primitive Negro Sculpture. Harcourt,
Brace. 134p. $6.
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Mumford, Lewis. The Golden Day. Boni
and Liveright. 283p. $2.50.
Sherman, Stuart. Critical IVoodcuts. Scribner's. 348p. $2.50.
Drama
Anderson, Maxwell, and Lawrence Stallings. Three American Plays. Harcourt,
Brace. 263p. $2.50.
Green, Paul. Lonesome Road. Robert M.
McBride. 217p. $2.
O'Neill, Eugene. The Great God Brown.
Boni and Liveright. 383p. $2.50.
Biography
Allen, Hervey. Israfel. Doran. 2v. $10.
Brown, Rollo W. Dean Briggs. Harper and
Brothers. 322p. $3.50.
House, Edward M. Ed. by Charles Seymour. Intimate Papers of Colonel
House. Houghton Mifflin. 2v. $10.
Krutch, Joseph Wood. Edgar Allan Poe.
Alfred A. Knopf. 244p. $4.
Nock, Albert Jay. Jefferson. Harcourt,
Brace. 340p. $2.75.
Sandburg, Carl. Abraham Lincoln. Harcourt, Brace. 2v. $10.
Yarmolinsky, A. Turgenev. The Century
Company. 386p. $4.
Science, Natural and Applied
Andrews, Roy Chapman. On the Trail of
Ancient Man. Putnam's. 375p. $6.
Beebe, William. The Arcturus Adventure.
Putnam's. 439p. $6.
Crile, G. W. Bipolar Theory of Living
Processes. Macmillan. 405p. $5.
Herrick, C. J. Brains of Rats and Men.
University of Chicago Press. 382p. $3.
Morgan, T. H. Theory of the Gene. Yale
University Press. 343p. $4.
Naturalist's Guide to the Americas. Williams and Wilkins. 761 p. $10.
Newman, Horatio Hackett, ed. Nature of
the World and of Man. University of
Chicago Press. 566p. $4.
Spoehr, PL A. Photosynthesis. Chemical
Catalog Company. 393p. $6.50.

CALENDAR SIMPLIFICATION AND YEAR-ROUND
SCHOOLS
DIRECT application of the 13 months
calendar principle to the all-theyear operation of the public
schools, now favored by many educators,
is made by Dr. T. E. E. Finegan, Education Director of the Eastman Kodak Company, former Commissioner of Education
of the state of Pennsylvania, trustee and
former President of the Department of
Superintendence, National Education Association of the United States.
"The logical division of the continuous
school year," says Dr. Finegan, "would be
into quarters; the proposed simplified calendar of 13 months of 28 days each would
adapt itself admirably to this, for the extra
month would provide four vacation periods of one week each to be inserted between the school terms."
The year-round school plan is based on
the promise that the present limited use
made of public school buildings is unjustified, also that for a majority of pupils, the
long summer vacation does more harm than
good. The short school year, it is contended, had its origin in the necessity during
pioneer days of having boys and girls help
on the farm during the summer. It is believed that under present conditions many
pupils would readily complete in a three
years continuous course, the work now required of them in four years with extended
summer vacations.
Adoption of a simplified calendar of 13
equal months is being strongly urged by
scientists, industrial and agricultural leaders, prominent women, religious authorities
and others. A thirteen period system of accounting has long been employed in many
large business enterprises, its use having
been forced through the misleading data
resulting from statistical comparisons of
months with varying numbers of days,
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weeks, beginning on different days, etc.
The revised calendar has been approved
by the League of Nations after exhaustive
study and will be the subject of a decisive
international conference, in connection with
which the various nations have been requested to appoint national committees of
inquiry. The originator of the simplified
calendar is Dr. Moses B. Cotsworth, an
eminent British scientist; the sponsor in the
United States is Mr. George Eastman.
Briefly described it divides the year into 13
equal months, the additional one falling between June and July and bearing the name
Sol, and affixes to the days of the year the
same day names forever by introducing an
extra Sabbath (the 365th day) on December 29. "In a city of 200,000" Dr. Finegan
states, "there are probably 4000 pupils who
save six months of regular school work by
attending summer sessions. Estimating on
a money basis the value of the time conserved by such students, the economic saving to society, taking cities of all sizes in the
consideration, runs into huge sums."
Frederic W. Keough
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On May 29th last, I was operated upon
for gastric ulcer and appendicitis. The day
after I wanted a smoke real badly and asked
my doctor. He advised strongly against it,
stating that even a slight cough would "rip
me open" and cause additional pain, and
if you've had the experience you know that
to be so. However, I had a package of
"Luckies" in my coat pocket and persuaded
my nurse to get them. She did and I smoked eight that day. To make it short I smoked all the two weeks at the hospital with
nary a cough or throat irritation or the least
discomfort, and by the way, smoking was
prohibited at the hospital but nurse kept
my door closed and window open so I enjoyed my smokes to the full extent.
I am just a school teacher in a small town
and not setting a good example to my pupils
because I smoke, I suppose, but there is
certainly "pep" in Lucky Strikes.
Sincerely yours,
J. A. McPherson.

Exhibit B—In Which Honest Advertising
is Discussed
"First. A doctor had forbidden Mr. McPherson to smoke and McPherson disobeyLOST OR STRAYED:
ed his physician. Is that a constructive
thought to advertise ?
A SCHOOL MASTER
"Second. Smoking was prohibited in that
WHEN a letter signed by J. A. Mc- hospital, but that meant nothing to school
Pherson, "just" a school teacher teacher McPherson. He believes in slipin Lawton, Michigan, appeared in ping things over, regardless of rules.
the newspapers and magazines of the coun"Third. Not only did McPherson violate
try as an advertisement of the American instructions and rules, but he persuaded the
Tobacco Company, the Michigan Education- nurse to do likewise. She was an honor to
al Journal got busy. The story is told, with the fraternity. She would be a splendid
due legal formality, in Exhibits A, B, and person to leave with a patient if you were
C.
hoping the patient would die.
Exhibit A—The Advertisement
"Fourth. Then Mr. McPherson says, T
am just a school teacher and I'm not setting
Lawton, Mich.
a good example to the children, I suppose,
August 3, 1927.
but there is certainly plenty of "pep" in
American Tobacco Co.,
your smokes."
New York.
"This last statement is a bold bid to enGentlemen;
courage
young boys and girls to buy this
A word of appreciation for your Lucky
brand
of
cigarettes, by a man who admits
Strike cigarettes.
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that his real duty is to encourage boys and the common. In Ohio recently a class in
girls to do the things that are decent and geography was discussing the large cities of
respectable. Instead of that, in so many this country.
"And now," remarked the teacher, "who
words, he says 'Break the rules—be a sport
—cheat. If you want a thing, get it. If can tell me in one sentence what Boston is
noted for?"
you can't get it honestly, get it anyway.'
One little boy's hand shot into the air and
"There are two lines at the top of the editorial page of the magazine, 'Nation's Busi- moved in furious little circles.
"Well, Lowell, what is it?" asked the
ness,' which reads:
teacher.
'If it is not for the public good,
"I was born there," replied the lad.
It is not for the good of business.'
"Those two lines represent the thought of
CARELESS
America's finest type of business men. They
Teacher:
"What
student was so rude as
furnish a brilliant inspiration and a splento
laugh
out
loud?"
did working tool to the members of the
Student: "I laughed up my sleeve, but
advertising profession. They should also
there's
a hole in the elbow."
furnish something in the way of 'food for
thought' for the manufacturers of cigaBACK
rettes."
"What is your brother in college?"
Exhibit C—A Statement From the Board of
"A halfback."
Education, Lawton, Michigan
"I mean in studies."
"To correct any misunderstanding which
"Oh, in studies he's away back."
might arise through the address given in
this letter, the Board of Education of LawPLACED
ton, Michigan, wishes the public to know
"I hope they don't give my little boy any
that J. A. McPherson is not, and never has nasty nicknames in school."
been, a teacher in the public schools of
"Yes, mother, they call me 'Corns'."
Lawton. Further, J. A. McPherson is not
"How dreadful! And why do they call
a resident of the Village of Lawton. Fur- you that?"
ther, the Board of Education and the Super" 'Cause I'm always at the foot of the
intendent of Schools of Lawton are very
class."
much opposed to the smoking of cigarets
by any member of the faculty."
YES, THE CLASS GOT IT !
(Signed) Board of Education,
This story is told of an absent-minded
Lawton, Michigan.
professor at Drew Theological Seminary.
One evening while studying he had need of
SCHOOL ROOM HUMOR
a bookmark. Seeing nothing else handy, he
used his wife's scissors, which lay on the
HE PREFERRED A FREE SCHOOL
Have you heard of the Scotchman who sewing table. A few minutes later the wife
took his children out of school because the wanted the scissors, but a diligent search
failed to reveal them.
teacher said they had to pay attention ?
The next day the professor appeared before his class and opened his book. There
NOT TAKEN FROM THE "TRANSCRIPT"
The true native of Boston is proud of lay the scissors. He picked them up and,
his city, and when he is far from home he holding them above his head, shouted:
"Here they are, dear."
will think kindly of Faneuil Hall and of
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EDUCATIONAL COMMENT
COMMONWEALTH FUND ACTIVITIES IN VIRGINIA
From its annual report for the year 192627 one learns that the Commonwealth
Fund has supported various Virginia enterprises. Perhaps its largest service lay in
providing modern hospital facilities for a
rural section including Prince Edward
county and centering about Farmville, "V irginia. This hospital has now been opened
for service.
Visiting teacher work now conducted at
local expense in Richmond, Virginia, was
originally undertaken and demonstrated
through the support of the Commonwealth
Fund. Mental hygiene and child guidance
clinics have also been established at Richmond following consultant service, and
visiting teacher service is being developed at
Hopewell under the same arrangement.
Grants voted during the past year to two
Virginia organizations consist of $4,000 to
the pediatric department, University of
Virginia, and $7,500 to the children's memorial clinic, Richmond, Virginia.
The total income of the Commonwealth
Fund for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1927, was $2,444,579.64. Officers and
directors of the organization are Edward
Stephen Harkness, president; Otto Tremont
Bannard, treasurer; and Malcolm Pratt
Aldridge, Samuel Herbert Fisher, William
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Morgan Kingsley, Dwight Whitney Morrow, and George Welwood Murray.
The activities of the Fund are carried on
by a considerable staff of whom the general
director is Barry C. Smith. The office of
the Commonwealth Fund is at 1 East 57
Street, New York City.
NEW PRINCIPAL AT HORACE
MANN SCHOOL
After twenty-five years as Principal of
the Elementary School and about fifteen years as Principal of the High School
for girls, Henry Carr Pearson has resigned
from the Horace Mann School of Teachers
College, Columbia University.
William
Fletcher Russell, Dean of Teachers College,
and himself a former student of Horace
Mann School, said:
"During Mr. Pearson's administration of
Horace Mann School, thousands of boys and
girls have passed under its instruction and influence, and have gone forth as useful citizens.
By demonstrating its methods before thousands
of graduate students at Teachers College, Columbia University, it has influenced educational procedure throughout the world. One of the outstanding characteristics of the Horace Mann
School is its cosmopolitan and democratic makeup. Mr. Pearson has been steadfast in his purpose to have it so. Our regret at his resignation
is naturally great. We are glad, however, that
he is going to continue to devote himself to
literary work in the field of education."
Mr. Pearson's influence has been great.
In addition to supervising the activities of
so many who are now influential, he has
for fifteen years been Principal of the
Teachers College Summer Demonstration
School. In this time, he has influenced
methods of instruction in elementary education throughout the world, having had
under his instruction over thirty thousand
educators who may now be found in every
state of the union and in almost every
foreign land.
He has written a score or more of textbooks, for both the elementary school and
high school. Over seven million of his textbooks have been sold in the United States.
Among his earlier publications are: A
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Greek Prose Composition, Latin Prose find that the first term runs from June 18
Composition, and Essentials of Latin. In to July 25, the second term from July 26 to
recent years his textbooks have been for August 31.
The summer session of Columbia Univerthe elementary schools. Included in the list
sity
will, as usual, run only six weeks, from
are: Essentials of English, Essentials of
July
9 to August 17. Registration, however,
Spelling, and Everyday Reading (in three
will
all be completed between July 3 and
volumes). In addition he has been a reguJuly
7.
lar contributor to many educational magazines.
VIRGINIA LIBRARY NEWS
Professor Rollo G. Reynolds, Provost of
Teachers College, was named by the trus- For the year 1927, Virginia can report
tees to succeed Mr. Pearson. Since coming
notable progress in all matters relative
to Teachers College, Dr. Reynolds has serv- to the development of library service
ed in the following capacities; Director of throughout the state. Several small public
the Bureau of Educational Service, Secre- libraries have been organized in towns and
tary of Teachers College, Professor of Edu- villages and are being well patronized. At
cation in Teachers College, Field Secretary Cape Charles a library building has been
of the Alumni Association, Provost of purchased and the library moved in. On
Teachers College and Principal of the Lin- May 27, 1927, the Northampton Memorial
coln School of Teachers College.
Library was dedicated to the memory of
Dr. Reynolds has had a wide and varied those from Northampton County who died
experience in education before his call to in service during the World War. Urbanna
Teachers College. He had several years in Middlesex County has established a free
experience as Principal of Elementary and public library. Among the cities, Staunton
High Schools in the state of Vermont; serv- has accepted from the Y. M. C. A. a splened for two years as Assistant to the Com- didly equipped library of about 8,000 volmissioner of Education in Vermont, and for umes and opened it on November first as a
two years had charge of the Theodore M. free public library, with financial support
Vail School of Agriculture,—a magnificent from the city and a trained librarian, in
property given by the late President of the charge. Danville also was the recipient of
Telephone Company, for the purpose of a very valuable library of about 10,000
training farm boys in Agriculture in Ver- volumes and equipment, from the Danville
mont. During the war, Dr. Reynolds serv- Library Association. The city made an aped as state Director for Vermont, of the propriation of $7,500 to maintain it as a
United States Boys Working Reserve, and free public library. It is housed in its own
was State Chairman of the United War building and has a trained librarian and
Work Drive. He holds the degree of staff. In Richmond a site has been selected
Bachelor of Arts from Dartmouth College and the plans drawn for the new $500,000
and the degrees of Master of Arts and building for the Public Library, a gift of
Doctor of Philosophy from Teachers Col- Mrs. Sallie May Dooley, as a memorial to
lege, Columbia University.
her husband, Major James H. Dooley.
There is also marked improvement in the
SUMMER SCHOOL SCHEDULES
county situation. Mathews County has colMany Virginia teachers will be guided lected funds for a memorial library building
by summer school calendars when and is collecting funds for books. Norththey plan their vacations. Those who attend ampton and Accomac are asking for supthe University of Chicago, for instance, will port from the counties for the establishment

128

THE VIRGINIA TEACHER

of a bi-county library for service on the
"Eastern Shore." Other counties are interested in the establishment of county libraries
and have been in correspondence with the
extension division.
The number of traveling library units
from the extension division has increased
proportionately. For the year ending in
June 1927, 178 more libraries of 50 volumes
each were sent out to the small communities,
libraries and schools than for the year before. The division has engaged in much
publicity for the development of interest in
libraries. A large number of pamphlets on
library organization, campaign, material,
posters, etc., have been sent out. Much
of this has been used in local library campaigns for newspaper publicity. Eight exhibits relative to library work were placed
at educational meetings. Visits have been
made by the head of the extension division
to most of the libraries in the state and
talks made before city councils, library committees, and parent-teachers' associations in
the interest of library development.
A marked interest in standard libraries
for high schools is evident and many of the
schools have established excellent libraries
with whole or part time librarians. In Richmond, the public library employs a schools'
librarian, who has charge of libraries loaned to the grade schools and the junior high
schools of the city.
The Virginia Library Association has held
two successful meetings, one in May and the
other during the educational convention in
Richmond in November. At Hampton Institute Library School, an institute for
colored librarians was held, from March
15th-18th. This meeting was probably the
first of its kind in the South and was very
largely attended.
There have been several surveys of library activities in the state made during the
past year. One, made by the extension
division, gives the statistics in income, volumes, circulation, etc., of the public libraries, fee libraries, college and prepara-
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tory school libraries and city high school libraries. Dr. Wilson Gee of the University
of Virginia prepared several articles on the
library situation in Virginia for the University of Virginia News Letter. These created considerable interest in library conditions
in the state. He has also prepared a survey
of the library situation in Virginia for the
educational survey commission, appointed
by the Governor to investigate and to recommend improvements in the educational
facilities of the State.—The Library Journal.
STATE AND LOCAL CONTROL OF
SCHOOLS GUARANTEED UNDER
THE CONSTITUTION
From the earliest days of our Republic
education has been encouraged by our
National Government, but control of the
schools is a State matter, guaranteed so by
the tenth amendment to the Federal Constitution, which reads:
The powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States, respectively,
or to the people.
Nevertheless, just as was the case 60
years ago, when the department of education was first established, though only temporarily, the chief argument of the opposition is that the right of the States and local
communities to administer their schools
would be infringed upon by the creation of
such a unit in the Government. On the
contrary, a department of education, as provided in House Resolution 7, rather than interfering with the present control of either
public or private schools, would result in a
great stimulation of interest in education
and would be of the greatest benefit to State
and local school officials. Through the work
of the department information regarding the
best school practices developed from coast
to coast would be compiled and made available for educators everywhere, whether in
public or private institutions. Through expanding the work now carried on by the
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Bureau of Education, the new department
would continue to serve the same democratic purpose for which the bureau was
organized, and in so doing would preserve
all of the rights of the States in educational
matters and make available to all the benefits offered by the department's studies.
Distribution of information has been accepted as a national function and is now
carried on successfully in agriculture, commerce, and labor, but it is greatly neglected
so far as our schools are concerned—neglected in spite of the fact that a fourth of
our population, either as pupils or teacheis,
is constantly engaged in the one enterprise
of education. To give that fourth of our
people deserved recognition and to insure
the future welfare of our Nation, to make
more effective the greatest instrument for
establishing and perpetuating our democratic form of Government, to hasten the
removal of illiterary, and to bring together
the most sound educational facts bearing
upon our industrial, commercial, and intellectual welfare, a department of education
is essential.—Extract from address made by
Congressman David A. Reed, of New
York.
SPECIAL NUMBER ON READING
Evidence of excellent service to teacheis
of elementary English is to be found in
the announcement of the contents of the
Elementary English Journal for April. Its
editor, Mr. G. G. Certain, has assembled an
issue of decided value to those who are interested in silent and oral reading. Here
is a list of articles announced to appear in
the April and May numbers:
Development of Independence in Word Recognition—Arthur I. Gates, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York City.
Hygienic Standards in Type and Format of
Reading Materials—J. Herbert Blackhurst,
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa.
Diagnosis, and Remedial Reading Arthur S.
Gist President, The Department of Elementary
School Principals, Oakland, California.
The Analysis of Skills in Reading as a Basis for
the Teaching Situation—L. J. Brueckner, Pro-
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lessor of Elementary Education, College of Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
Suggestions on Remedial Work in Reading W.
T. Osburn, Director of Educational Measurements, State Department of Public Instruction,
Madison, Wisconsin.
The Use of Research Results in the Teaching of
Reading—H. L. Donovan, Professor of Elementary Education, George Peabody College
for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee.
Experimental Work in Beginning Reading—Miriam Blanton Huber, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York City.
The Oral Interpretation of Literature—Gertrude
E, Johnson, Associate Professor of Speech, The
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.
Teaching Silent and Oral Reading—Franklin T.
Baker, Department of English, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York City.
Oral Reading and Speech Defects—Alice C. Chapin, Supervisor of Speech Correction, Los Angeles, California.
Children's Choices in Poetry and How .They
Overlap with the Teacher's Choices Alice B.
Coast, Denver, Colorado.
Recent Books of Poetry for Children—Elizabeth
Knapp, Public Library, Detroit, Michigan.
BOOKS OF INTEREST TO TEACHERS
American History for Young Americans. By
Edith Latane and John Holladay Latane. New
York: Allyn and Bacon. 1927. Pp. 573. $1.80.
This book is intended for use in junior high
schools, and should prepare young Americans to
study further in our history with interest and understanding. The type is plain, the sentences are
clear, and the matter presented is well selected.
The maps and illustrations cover a wide range
and are works of art, many of them being prmtted in beautiful combinations of color. Even the
indifferent pupil should fall in love with the subject in spite of himself with such a book in his
hands.
J- W. W.
The Making of Our United States. By R. O.
Hughes. New York; Allyn and Bacon. 1927.
Pp. 607. $2.00.
In this volume the author, the publisher, the
printer, and the binder have united happily in
producing a readable and attractive volume. The
building of constitutions and the fabrication of
automobile tires represent widely separated po)es
between which a wealth of information and inspiration may be gathered. Numerous maps and
pictures in color enhance the interest and value
of this book.
J w w_
Educational Measurements. By Norman Fenton and Dean A. Worchester. Boston; Ginn
and Co. 1928. Pp. 144. $1.40.
The authors aim "to give in a simple and easily
comprehended form the practical essence of all
the more recent scientific contributions in educational measurement. The attempt is made to
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present, in detail and with specific examples, materials of genuine classroom usefulness."
The secret of its usefulness lies in the fact that
it gives practice in finding the Median, I. Q.,
making _ Tables of Distribution, etc., but omits
such scientific knowledge as computing the Coefficient of Correlation and the like. The chapter
on the new-type examinations and their daily use
in the classroom is exceedingly good and helpful.
M. L. S.
The Horace Mann Supplementary Arithmetic,
Book II. By Milo B. Hillegas, Mary G. Peabody, Ida M. Baker. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1927. Pp. 174-(-viii.
New Type Drill _ Exercises in Elementary
Algebra. By Elsie Flint Neuner. New York:
Charles E. Merrill Company. 1927. Pp. SO.
56 cents.
The day of tests and measurements is at hand.
Two new books of diagnostic and practice tests
are worthy of mention.
The Horace Mann Supplementary Arithmetic,
Book II, consists of 113 sets of exercises which
may be used either as supplementary exercises to
be used with any text, or as practice exercises to
develop speed and accuracy in the fundamental
operations, or as diagnostic tests to determine
where a pupil's weakness lies. The exercises appear to be well chosen for their purpose. A few
pages of instructions to teachers in regard to the
use of the text are included and a complete contents enables the teacher to choose quickly the
test required for any purpose.
The exercises cover the four fundamental
operations with integers and common and decimal
fractions.
New Type Drill Exercises in Elementary Algebra is the second of these books. This consists
of fifty tests or sets of exercises reviewing the
topics usually taught in elementary algebra
through quadratic equations of one variable. The
exercises are listed according to subject matter
in a table of contents, to which is added a paragraph of "Directions to Pupils."
At the end is a chart upon which are to be
recorded the grades made by pupils on each of the
tests, thus giving an opportunity for judging accomplishment.
H. A. C.
History of Education. By Philip R. V. Curoe.
New York: Globe Book Company. Pp. 123.
The outstanding features of this brief history
of education are its logical arrangement and its
compact summary of the material. The chronological graphs, the lists of questions at the close of
each chapter, the parallel column of arrangement
of the material, the chronological drill, and the
true-false test at the end of the text all help to
make it invaluable for supplementary material for
both the instructor and pupil.
M. L. S.
The Sunshine School. By J. Mace Andress and
Mabel C. Bragg. Boston; Ginn and Co. 1928.
Pp. 185. 72 cents.
The authors have satisfied a long felt need,
giving children in the primary grades reading matter about every day interests and happenings.
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Mr. Andress's work in the field of health education naturally leads him to include such subjects
as "Games played at Recess," "The Visit of the
Dentist," "A Thanksgiving Feast," and the like.
Such exercises as "Try this," "Put these words in
order" at the ends of the chapters give the children much pleasure and the teacher a check on the
reading.
M. L. S.
The Story-a-Day Book. By Nellie A. Holt.
New York: The Macmillan Company. 1927.
Pp. 145. 80 cents.
We learn to do by doing. The child learns to
read by reading. The primary teacher is looking
for easy, interesting material which will stimulate
the beginning reader, as soon as a limited sight
vocabulary is acquired, to try to use his new
ability. 'I he Story-A-Day Book furnishes such
material. Interesting things are happening to Dog
Rags and Gray Cat after they find a home with
the little girl, Jill.
The continuous story tends to concentrate attention _ on finding out what comes next, thus
cultivating the attitude of reading to get thought.
Other original and adapted stories dealing with
the things children like to read about are included
in the book, as The Little Fink Pig. Numbers
of excellent practice exercises to test comprehension of what is read are given under the titles:
Something To Do, Yes and No Game, Do This
For Fun. The book supplies some excellent supplementary material suitable for the very young
reader.
£. G.
The Goal of May Day : A Year-Round Program. Prepared by the Division of Publications and Promotion. American Child Health
Association, 370 Seventh Avenue, New York
City. Pp. 79. 10 cents.
Here is a readable and authentic book that
shows how the stimulus of May Day—Child
Health Day becomes a driving-force for the entire year. The material is based on actual results
achieved and permanent programs organized in
many communities of the United States. It is
distinctive in outlining a plan for co-ordinating,
with the division of child hygiene program, the
health work of all community groups, home,
school, church, public health department, and national organizations.
In the past four years all these groups have
worked together to make May Day—Child Health
Day a force for the progress of child welfare.
Out of the co-operation, developed for a part of
each year and culminating on May Day, has come
a plan for making this co-operation and co-ordination effective for every day in the year. Under the leadership of the directors of the divisions of child hygiene, permanent State May Day
Councils have been formed and a whole year's
program has been evolved in which every group
makes the contribution to child health which best
furthers the needs of the individual communities.
Definite sections of the book are devoted to the
mother, father, teacher, social worker, professional
or non-professional advocate of child health. The
goal of May Day will prove interesting and highly suggestive. It is, for the moment, a last word
in community effort for child health.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
AND ITS ALUMN/E
NEWS OF THE CAMPUS
The building committee has been working
on the plans for the new buildings to be
erected on the campus in the very near future. They report that they are hoping the
contract for the work will be let about
March 21. The intention is to get the buildings ready for occupancy by the beginning
of the fall session, 1928. The plans include
a new dormitory about the size of Sheldon
Hall, situated across the road from that
building and connected with it by a passageway. Additions to the service buildings are
also planned.
President Duke, Dr. Gifford, and Mrs.
Varner attended the meeting of the National Education Association which was held
in Boston for a week beginning February
27. Florence Reese was in Boston at the
same time attending the National Convocation of the Kappa Delta Pi fraternity, the
Alpha Chi Chapter of which was lately installed on this campus.
Eight girls representing the student volunteer group of the College were present
at the Christian World Education Conference, held at Bridgewater College, February 15-17. They were Marion Wagner,
Mildred Rhodes, Frances Bass, Gladys
Hawkins, Glen Baker, Virginia Yates, Virginia Hoover, and Elizabeth James. There
were many interesting speakers on the program.
An inter-class swimmers' meet is scheduled for March 12. Preparations for the occasion have been steadily going forward as
various individuals go out for practice, each
hoping to bring honor to her class. Some
of the events will be free style race, medley
relay, sculling race, plunge for distance, diving, tandem backstroke, tandem crawl, balloon race, flag race, and a tilting tournament.
The Stratford Dramatic Club presented
its annual costume play—this year, Mice
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and Men, Friday night, March 2. The romantic comedy in four acts was sparkling
from beginning to finish. Leading parts
were taken by Lorraine Gentis, Phyllis Palmer, Ruth Dold, Anne Bulloch, and Margaret Knott. Katherine Manor, Mary McNeil, Elizabeth Hopkins, Mary Crane, and
Catherine Sponseller also excelled in their
characterizations. "The best laid plans of
mice and men" came to a happy ending.
The Roanoke College Harlequins presented a delightful comedy, "Cappy Ricks,"
on Saturday, February 25. The girl parts
were very cleverly portrayed by the boys.
The various literary societies have
showed keen interest in the programs for
the quarter. Re-organization for the coming quarter is now in process.
The Debating Society, under the leadership of Mary McNiel, is progressing,
through actual practice. A recent forensic
battle on "Resolved, That the Harrisonburg
Teachers College should be made a liberal
arts college," aroused much interest. The
decision favored the negative side, supported by Frances Snyder and Gertrude Drinker. Anne Berson and Eleanor Baker defended the affirmative.
Student elections have been completed for
the five major activities at the College. All
the officers thus chosen will begin their
terms at the opening of the third quarter,
March 21, and will continue in office until
the beginning of the third quarter a year
hence. The Schooma'am staff, of course,
completes its work only with the publication of the annual each June.
The plan this year initiated provides for
the election of presidents of Student Government, the Athletic Association, and Y.
W. C. A. and the editors of the Breeze and
Schoolma'am on one date, with the vicepresidents and other officers and the business managers of the publications at a later
date. An electoral board is in charge of the
whole election, the student body being divided into precincts, and polls being in charge
of election judges.
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The result of the general election is as
follows: Student Government, Florence
Reese, of Atlee, president; Frances Bass,
News Ferry, vice-president; Selma Madrin,
of Greenville, N. C., secretary.
Athletic Association; Helen P. Lineweaver, of Harrisonburg, president; Elizabeth
Miller, of Smedley, vice-president; Evelyn
Bowers, Falls Church, business-manager.
Breeze: Kathryn T. Pace, of Hampton,
editor; Mary Watt, Washington, D. C.,
business-manager.
Schoolma'am: Lucy Skelton Gilliam, of
Petersburg, editor; Catherine Guthrie, of
Charleston, West Virginia, business-manager.
Y. W. C. A.: Mary Boone Murphy, of
Machadoc, president; Anne Ragan, of
Christiansburg, vice-president; Evelyn
Wolfe, of Mt. Jackson, treasurer; Mildred
E. Rhodes, Newport News, secretary.
ALUMNiE NOTES
Kathryn Sebrell Critzer (Mrs. C. C.
Critzer) is living at 427 N. Ellwood Ave.,
Baltimore. Her husband is in the business
office of the Chesapeake and Potomac
Telephone Co.
Marie Davis is doing a fine work at Atlee, Hanover County. She is still very loyal to the "purple and gold," and extends an
invitation to all H. T. C. folk to visit her
when they come to Richmond.
Annie Snead writes from Fordwick. She
desires to be remembered to all her friends
at Blue-Stone Hill.
Lena Moore, one of our first-year students, is making a name for herself. She is
head of the operating room in the Mayo
Hospital—at the top of her profession in
America. She says the trouble is that she
has nothing higher to work up to. Some of
our information concerning Lena comes
through Mattye McGlaughlin (Mrs. Stuart
Cox), who was a student here with Lena.
Hazel L. Oldake writes from Norfolk,
where she has been teaching for several
years past. She is being considered for a

position in the Washington City schools.
Her address is 635 New Jersey Avenue,
Norfolk, Va.
'
Linda Sparks Berrey, who will be remembered as one of our "All-A" students,
has been making a fine record as a teacher.
The popular notions about top-line students
and preachers' sons are having a hard
struggle in the face of facts.
Myrtle Haden, Gretna, Va., renews her
subscription to The Virginia Teacher
and sends best wishes to all her friends.
OUR CONTRIBUTORS
BESSIE J. LANIER is an associate professor of
education in the State Teachers College at Harrisonburg. The report on "Learning to Count"
grew out of a study made in the University of
Chicago under Professor C. H. Judd.
HELEN S. CARPENTER is a former librarian
of the Julia Richman High School in New
York City and has also been an assistant in the
New York Public Library. She is a graduate
of Vassar and of the New York State Library
School.
ROWENA LACY is a senior in the College. This
unit was prepared for use in the sixth grade of
the Harrisonburg Training School under the
direction of Miss Emily Goodlett.
CONRAD T. LOGAN is head of the English department in the State Teachers College at Harrisonburg.
SAMUEL J. CRUMBINE is general executive of
the American Child Health Association, and
DR. HOLLAND is a staff associate of this organization.
O TEACHERS WANTED—Choice placeP ments now for high school and grade teachP ers for next fall. Interstate Agency,
§ Athens, Georgia.
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PROFESSIONAL
B. S. graduates accepted as teachers in secondary schools of Southern Association.
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of Education, year ending July 1, 1926.
During same year 738 students of the college
were certified to teach in Virginia.
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